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I^rOTE. 



rriHE present work, carefully edited from Heyne*s fourth edition, 
-^ (Paderborn, 1879), is designed primarily for college classes in 
Anglo-Saxon, rather than for independent investigators or for 
seekers after a restored or ideal text. The need of an American 
edition of "Beowulf" has long been felt, as, hitherto, students 
have had either to send to Germany for a text, or secure, with 
great trouble, one of the scarce and expensive English editions. 
Heyne's first edition came out in 1863, and was followed in 1867 
and 1873 by a second and a third edition, all three having essen- 
tially the same text. 

So many important contributions to the " Beowulf " literature 
were, however, made between 1873 and 1879 that Heyne found it 
necessary to put forth a new edition (1879). In this new, last edi- 
tion, the text was subjected to a careful revision, and was fortified 
by the views, contributions, and criticisms of other zealous scholars. 
In it the collation of the unique "Beowulf" Ms. (Vitellius a. 15 : 
Cottonian Mss. of the British Museum), as made by E. Kolbing in 
Herrig's Archiv (Bd. 56; 1876), was followed wherever the present 
condition of the Ms. had to be discussed; and the researches of 
Bugge, Rieger, and others, on single passages, were made use of. 
The discussion of the metrical structure of the poem, as occurring 
in the second and third editions, was omitted in the fourth, owing 
to the many controversies in which the subject is still involved. 
The present editor has thought it best to do the same, though, 
happily, the subject of Old English Metrik is undergoing a steady 
illumination through the labors of Schipper and others. 

343880 
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IV NOTE. 

Some errors and misplaced accents in Heyne's text have been 
corrected in the present edition, in which, as in the general revision 
of the text, the editor has been most kindly aided by Prof. J. M. 
Gamett, late Principal of St. John's College, Maryland. 

In the preparation of the present school edition it has been 
thought best to omit Heyne's notes, as they concern themselves 
principally with conjectural emendations, substitutions of one read- 
ing for another, and discussions of the condition of the Ms. Until 
Wiilcker's text and the phonographic fac-simile of the origmal Ms. 
are in the hands of all scholars, it will be better not to introduce 
such matters in the school room, where they would puzzle without 
instructing. 

A Glossary, carefully translated from Heyne by the editor and 
Prof. Robert Sharp of the University of Louisiana, will, it is hoped, 
speedily follow the text as here presented. 

For convenience of reference, the editor has added a head-line to 
each "fit" of the poem, with a view to facilitate a knowledge of its 
episodes. 

Washington and Lee University, 
Lexington, Va., June, 1882. 
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BEOWULF. 



I. The Passing of Soyld. 

TTWAT! we Gftr-Dena in ged.r-dagum 
■"- )?e6d-cyninga frym gefrunon, 
M f A aSelingas ellen fremedon. 
Oft Scyld Seating sceatJena fredtiim, 
5 monegum mflegSiim meodo-setla oftedh. 
Egsode eorl, sy8'8an serest wearS 
fed-sceaft funden : he fas fr6fre gebdd, 
we6x under wolcnum, weorS-mj'^ndum tS4h, 
6t5 fat him seghwylc pkra ymb-sittendra 

10 ofer hron-rMe hJTau scolde, 

gomban gyldan: pat was g6d cyning! 
fam eafera was after cenned 
geong in geardum, fone god sende 
folce td fr6fre ; fyren-f earfe ongeat, 
. 15 fat hie ser drugon aldor-Zedse 
lange hwUe. Him fas llf-fred, 
wuldres wealdend, worold-dre forgeaf ; 
Be6wulf was breme (blffid wide sprang), 
Scyldes eafera Scede-landum in. 

20 Sw4 sceal geong guma, g6de gewyreean, 
fromum feob-giftiim on fader winey 
fat hine on 3'lde eft gewunigen 
wil-geslSas, fonne wig cume, 
le6de gelaesten : lof-daedum sceal 

25 in msegSa gebwsere man gefe6n. 
Him ]>§L Scyld gewdt t6 gescap-hwile 
fela-hr6r fSran on fredn ware ; 
hi hyne f A atbseron t6 briraes farot5e, 
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2 BEOWULF. [29-69. 

swsese gestt5as, sw& he selfa bad, 
30 fenden wordiim we61d wine Scjldinga, 

le6f land-fmma lange dhte. 

peer at liySe st6d bringed-stefna, 

Isig and fttfds, aSelinges far; 

d-16don pA le6fne }>e6den, 
35 bedga bryttan on bearm scipes, 

meerne be maste. paer wiis mddma fela, 

of feor-wegum fratwa geladed : 

ne hyrde ie cj'mlicor ce6l geg3Twan 

hilde-waepnum and bea^o-wsedum, 
40 biUum and byrnum ; him on bearme lag 

mddma miinigo, pd bim mid scoldon 

on flOdes oebt feor gewitan. 

Nalas hi bine lassan Itlcum te6dan, 

fe6d-gestre6num, ponne fA dydon, 
45 fe bine at frumsceafte forS onsendon 

senne ofer ySe umbor wesende : 

\f§L gyt hie him Asetton segen gyZdenne 

hedh ofer hedfod, l^ton holm beran, 

gedfon on gdr-secg: him was ge6mor sefa, 
50 murnende m6d. Men ne cunnon 

secgan td s65e s61e raedenne, 

haletS under heofenum, hw& pam hlS,ste on^ng. 



II. The Hall Heorot. 

pA wfis on burgum Be6wulf Scyldinga, 
le6f le6d-cyning, longe f rage 
55 folcum gefrsege (fader ellor hwearf, 
aldor of earde), 65 pat him eft onw6c 
he Ah Healfdene; he61d penden lifde, 
gamol and g<i5-re6w, glade Scyldingas. 
pam fe6wer beam for^-gerlmed 
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60-94.] BE6wULF. 

60 in worold wdcun, weoroda rffiswan, 
Heorogdr and Hr6«gAr and Hdlga til; 
hjrde ic, fat Elan cw6n Ongenfedwes wda 
Heatioscilfinges heals-gebedde. 
pA was HrOSgdre hiere-sp^d gj'fen, 

65 wlges weor5-m3'nd, fat hiim his wine-mdgas 
georne hyrdon, 65 fat 8e6 geogocS geweOx, 
mago-driht micel. Him on m6d beam, 
fat heal-reced hidtan wolde, 
medo-arn micel men gewjTcean, 

70 fone 3'ldo bearn 8efre gefrunon, 
and faer on iniian eall gedselan 
geongum and ealdum, sw^ic him god sealdc, 
biiton folc-scare and feorum gumena. 
p4 ic wide gefragn weorc gebannan 

75 manigi-e maegSe geond fisnc middan-geard, 
folc-stcde fr^twan. Him on f^Tste gelomp 
adrc mid 3'ldnn^ fat hit weai-tS eal gearo, 
beal-arna maest; sc6p him Heort naman, 
se fe his wordes geweald wide hafde. 

80 He be6t ne Al^h, bedgas dffilde, 
sine at S3'mle. Selc hlifade 
hedh and hom-gedp : heatSo-wylma bM, 
ldt5an llges; ne was hit lenge fA gen. 
fat se ccg-hete AtSum-swerian 

85 after wal-nl8e wacnan scolde. 
pA se ellen-gflest earfo^Uce 
frage gefolode, se fe in f5'stnim bM, 
fat he d6gora gehwam dredm geh5Tde 
hlMne in healle ; fSBr was hearpan sw6g, 

90 swutol sang sc6pes. Sagde se fe cAt5e 
frum-sceafl fira feorran reccan, 
cwa5 fat se almihtiga eorSan worhie, 
wlite-beorhtne wang, swA water bebtlgetS, 
ge^tte sige-hr^tSig sunnan and m6nan 
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4 BE6wULF. [95-125. 

95 le6man tb le6hte land-bdendum, 

and gefratwade foldan scedtas 

leomum and ledfum ; lif edc gescedp 

cj'nna gehwylcum, fAra pe cwice hwyrfa'8. 

SwA f A clriht-guinan dredmum lifdon 
100 eMigllce, 68 fat dn ongan 

fjTene fremman, fe6nd on helle : 

was se grimma gast Grendel Mten, 

maere mearc-stapa, se fe m6ras he61d, 

fen and fasten; flfel-cynnes eard 
105 won-soelig wer weardode hwile, 

sit5^an him scyppend forscrifen hafde. 

In Caines. cynne fone cwealm gewrac, 

6ce drihten, pas pe he Abel sl6g; 

ne gefeah he paere fsehSe, ac he hine feor forwrSc, 
110 metod for ]>y mdne man-cynne fram. 

panon untydras ealle onw6con, 

eotenas and ylfe and oren^as, 

swylce gigantas, pA wi6 gode wunnon 

lange prage; he him pas le^ forgeald. 



III. Grendel's Visits. 

115 Gewat P& ne6sian, syStSan niht becom, 
heAn hftses, M hit Hring-Dene 
after be6r-pege gebtln hafdon. 
Fand pA peer inne atJelinga gedriht 
swefan after symble; sorge ne cdtSon, 

120 won-sceaft wera. Wiht unhaelo 
grim and graedig gearo s6na was, 
re6c and r66e,' and on raste genam 
pritig pegna: panon eft gewAt 
htlSe hr^mig t6 h^m faran, 

125 mid psere wal-f^lle wlea ne6san. 
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126-160.] BEOWULF. 

pk was on uhtan mid aer-dage 
Grendles g66-craft gumuin undjTne: 
fA was after wiste w6p up Ahafen, 
micel morgen-sw^g, Maere fe6den, 

130 atSeling 8er-g6d, unblitJe sat, 

folode fr^iS-swytS, pegn-soi^e dredh, 
sy5^an hie fas lAt5an 14st scedwedon, 
wergan g^stes ; was fat gewin td Strang, 
lAt5 and longsum. Nas hit lengra fyrst, 

135 ac ymb dne niht eft gefremede 

morS-beala m^re and n6 mearn fore 
fsehSe and fyrene; was t6 fast on fAm. 
p4 was edt5-fynde, fe him elles hwasr 
gerAmlicor raste sdhte^ 

140 bed after bArum, f^ him gebedcnod was, 
gesagd s651ice sweotolan tdcne 
heal-pegnes hete ; he61d hine sySSan 
fjT and fastor, se fam fe6nde atwand. 
SwA rixode and wi6 rihte wan 

145 4na wi6 eallum, 65 pat Idel st6d 
htlsa shiest. Was se6 hwil micel: 
twelf wintra tid torn gepolode 
wine Scyldinga, wedna gehwelcne, 
sldra sorga; forfam syiS^an wearS 

150 ylda bearnum undyrne ctlt5, 

gyddum ge6more, patte Grendel wan 
hwlle wis Hr65gAr; — hete-niSas wag^ 
fyrene and fsehtSe fela missera, 
singale sace, sibbe ne wolde 

155 wis manna hwone magenes Deniga 
feorh-bealo feorran, fe6 pingian, 
ne paer naenig witena w^nan porfte 
beorhtre b6te t6 banan folmum; 
atol aglaeca ^htende was, 

160 deorc dedS-scda duguSe and geogoSe, 
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6 BE6wULF. [161-192. 

seomade and syrede. Sin-nihte he61d 

mistige m6ras; men ne cunnon, 

hwyder hel-rftnan hwj'rftum scrlSatJ. 

Swd fela fyrena fe6nd man-cynnes, 
165 atol An-gengea, oft gefremede 

heardra byntSa; Heorot eardode, 

sinc-fiSge sel sweartum nihtum 

(n6 he fone gif-st61 gr^tan mdste, 

maSt$um for metode, ne bis m3'ne wisse); 
170 fat was wraec micel wine Scyldinga, 

mddes brecSa, Monig-oft gesat 

rice t6 rtlne; raed eabtedon, 

hwat swlS-ferht5um sdlest wsere 

wis faer-grj'rum t6 gefremmanne. 
175 HwUum hie geh^ton at barg-trafum 

wig-weor5unga, wordum basdon, 

fat him gdst-bona ge6ce gefremede 

wi6 fe6d-pre4ura. Sw3'lc was fedw hyra, 

haeSenra b^'bt; belle gemundon 
180 in m6d-sefan, metod hie ne cfttSon, 

deeda d^mend, ne wiston bie drihten god, 

ne bie bdru beofena belm h^rian ne cdSon, 

wuldres waldend. W§l bit5 fam fe sceal 

f urb sUSne nlS sAwle bescttfan 
185 in f5Tes faSm, fr6fre ne w^nan, 

wibte gewendan; wel biS fam fe m6t 

after dedS-dage drihten s^cean 

and td fader faSmum freotSo wilnian. 

IV. Hygelao's Thane. 

Swl f A msel-ceare maga Healfdenes 

190 singala sedtS; ne mihte snotor baletS 

wedn onwendan: was fat gewin td sw^, 

l&t$ and longsum, fe on f & le6de becom, 
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193-227.] BEOWULF. 

n^'d-wracu ntS-grim, niht-bealwa msest. 
pat fram h^m gefrfign HigeUces fegn, 
' 195 gM mid Gedtum, Grendles daeda : 

se was mon-cynnes magenes strengest 
on fam dage fysses lifes, 
aSele and edcen. H6t him 55-lidan 
g6dne gegjrwan ; cwStJ he g<iS-C3'ning 

200 ofer swan-rMe s6cean wolde, 

maerne )?e6den, fA him was manna fearf. 
pone sit5-fat him snotere ceorlas 
lyt-hwon 16gon, f edh he him le6f wsere ; 
hwetton higerdfne, heel scedwedon. 

205 Hafde se g6da Gedta le6da 

cempan gecorone, f Ara fe he c^noste 
findan mihte ; flftena sum 
sund-wudu s6hte ; secg wlsade, 
lagu-craftig mon, land-gem^Tcu. 

210 Fyrst forS gewAt: flota was on ytJum, 
bdt under beorge. Beornas gearwe 
on stefn stigon ; stredmas wundon 
sund wi6 sande ; secgas baeron 
on bearm nacan beorhte fratwe, 

215 gdS-searo geatolic; guman tit scufon, 
weras on wil-si5 wudu bundenne. 
GewAt J?4 ofer wasg-holm winde gefysed 
flota fdmig-heals fugle gelicost, 
6t5 fat ymb &n-tld dSres ddgores 

220 wunden-stefna gewaden hafde, 
fat fA llSende land gesAwon, 
brim-clifu bllcan, beorgas stedpe, 
side saB-niissas: \>k was sund liden, 
eoletes at ende. panon up hratSe 

225 Wedera le6de on wang stigon, 
sae-wudu saeldon (syrcan hrysedon, 
gtH^gewaodo) ; gode fancedon, 
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8 BEOWULF. [?28-257. 

fas fe him yS-lMe e&6e wurdon. 

pA of wealle geseah weard Scildinga, 
230 se fe holm-clifQ healdan scolde, 

beran ofer bolcan beorhte randas, 

fjrd-searu fAslicu; hine fyrwyt brSc 

m6d-gehygdum, hwat pA men wseron. 

Gewdt him f 4 t6 warotSe wicge ridan 
235 fegn Hr6Sgdres, frymmum cwehte 

magen-wudu mundum, metSel-wordum fragn: 

'* Hwat syndon ge searo-habbendra 

"byrnum werede, fe fus brontne ce61 

"ofer lagu-straete Isedan cw6mon, 
240 "hider ofer holmas helmas boeronf 

"Ic was ende-sseta, aeg-wearde he61d, 

"fat on land Dena lASra naenig 

"mid seip-herge sceSSan ne meahte. 

" N6 her cti61ieor cuman ongunnon 
245 " lind-habbende ; nege ledfnes-word 

" giiS-fremmendra gear we ne wisson, 

" mdga gemMu. Nsefre ic mdran geseah 

"eorla ofer eort5an, fonne is e6wer sum, 

" secg on searwum ; nis fat seld-guma 
250 " wsepnum geweorSad, nafne him his wlite le6ge, 

"senile an-s5'n. Nu ic e6wer sceal 

" frum-C3'n witan, aer ge fyr heonan 

" ledse scedweras on land Dena 

"furSur fiferan. Nu ge feor-bftend 
255 " mere-lli5ende mlnne gehyra^ 

" An-fealdne gefdht: 6fest is shiest 

"t6 gecyt5anne, hwanan e6wre cyme syndon.*' 
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268-289.] BEOWULF. 



V. The Ereaih). 

Him se jldesta andswarode, 
werodes wisa word-hord onledc: 

260 " We synt gum-cynnes Gedta le6de 
*' and Higel&ces heoiiS-genedtas. 
''Was mln fader folcum gec^ed, 
" atSele ord-fruma Ecg]>e6w hdten ; 
"gebM wintra worn, ser he on weg hwurfe, 

265 '' gamol of gearduin ; hine gearwe geman 
"witena wel-hwylc wide geond eoirSan. — 
"We fiirh holdne hige hldford finne, 
"sunu Healfdenes, s6ceau cw6mon, 
" le6d-gebyrgeaii : wes fu As Idrena g6d ! 

270 "Habbat5 we t6 pam mseran micel aerende 
"Deniga fredn; ne seeal faer dyrne sum 
"wesan, fas ic w^ne. pu wAst, gif hit is, 
" swA we s6i5llce secgan hyrdon, 
"pat mid Sc^^ldingum scea6a ic n^t hwj^lc, 

275 " de6gol daed-hata, deorcum nihtum 
"edwet5 furh egsan uncASne ni6, 
" hynt5u and hrd-fyl. Ic fas Hr6SgAr mMg 
"furh rtlmne sefan raed gelseran, 
"htl he fr6d and g6d fe6nd oferswySeC, 

280 "gyf him ed-wendan aefre scolde 
"bealuwa bisigii, b6t eft cuman 
' ' and fa cear-wylmas c61ran wurSatS ; 
"otStSe d sySCan earfotS-frage, 
"fred-nj'd folatS, feuden faer wunatS 

285 "on hedh-stede htlsa shiest." 

Weard matJelode, fser on wicge sat 
ombeht unforht: "^ghwatSres sceal 
"scearp sc^ld-wlga gescAd witan, 
"worda and worca, se fe wel fencetS, 
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10 Be6wULF. [290-319. 

290 " Ic )?at gehjTe, fat fis is hold weorod 

"fredn Scyldinga. GewltatJ foii5 beran 

"waepen and gewsedu, ic e6w wlsige: 

" sw3'lce ic magu-fegnas mine h&te 

*' wis fe6nda gehwone flotan e6weme9 
295 " niw-t3'rwedne nacan on sande 

" drum healdan, 68 pat eft byre« 

" ofer lagu-stredmas le6fne mannan 

" wudu wunden-hals td Weder-raearce. 

" GAS-fremmendra swj^lcum gifeSe biS, 
300 "fat pone hilde-raes Ml gedtgetS." 

Gewiton him p4 f(firan (flota stlUe bAd, 

seomode on sAle sld-fa5med scj'p, 

on ancre fast) ; eofor-Uc sci6non 

ofer hle6r-beran gehroden golde 
305 fdh and fyr-heard, ferh wearde he61d. 

GdSmdde grummon, guman onetton, 

sigon atsomne, 6S pat h}^ sal timbred 

geatoUc and gold-fdh ongytan mihton; 

pat was fore-maerost fold-bAendiim 
310 receda under roderum, on pSm se rlca bAd; 

lixte se le6ma ofer landa fela. 

Him pd hilde-de6r hof m6digra 

torht getaehte, pat hie him id mihton 

gegnum gangan ; giiS-beorna sum 
''315 wicg gewende, word after cwSS: 

"Mael is me tb f(&ran; fader alwalda 

"mid dr-stafum e6wic gehealde 

" siSa gesunde ! ic t6 sse wille, 

"wits wrdS werod wearde healdan." 
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320-361.] BEOWULF. H 



VI. Be6wulf's Speech. 

820 Stiwet was stAn-fAh, stlg wlsode 
giimum iitgadere. GAiS-byrne scAn 
heard hond-locen, hring-lren sclr 
song in searwum, f4 hie t6 sele fai^um 
in h3Ta gryre-geatwum gangan cw6raon. 

325 Setton s8B-m66e side scj'ldas, 

rondas regn-hearde wi5 pas recedes weal, 
bugon pA td bence; bjTnan hringdon, 
gftS-searo gumena; gdras st6don, 
sse-manna searo, samod atgiidere, 

330 asc-holt ufan graeg: was se Iren-predt 
wsBpnum gcwurSad. p& pser wlonc haletJ 
oret-meegas after aSelum friign: 
" Hwanon ferigeaS ge fatte sc3'ldas, 
''graege syrcan and grlm-helmas, 

335 " here-sceafta hedp? — Ic eom Hr68gAres 
" kr and ombiht. Ne seah ic el-pe6dige 
"pus manige men mddiglicran. 
"W^n* ic pat ge for wlenco, nalles for wraec-slSum, 
"ac for hige-prjmmum HrdSg^r sdhtou." 

340 Him p4 ellen-rdf andswarode, 

wlanc Wedera le6d word after sprac, 
heard under helme : " We sj'nt Higel&ces 
" be6d-genedtas ; Be6wulf is mln nama. 
"Wille ic Asecgan suna Healfdenes, 

345 "maerum pe6dne mln aerende, 

" aid re plnum, gif he As geunnan wile, 
"pat we hine swd gddne gr^tan mdton." 
Wulfgdr maSelode (pat was Wendla le6d, 
was his m6d-sefa manegiim gecySed, 

350 wig and wls-d6m) : " ic piis wine Deniga, 
"fredn Scildinga frinan wille, 
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"bedga brj^ttan, swA fu b6na eart, 

" )?e6den maerne ymb J-inne si6 ; 

"and fe pd andsware adre gecySan, 
355 "pe me se g6da Agifan pencet5," 

Hwearf pA hradllce, paer Hr6Sgdr sSt, 

eald and unhdr mid his eorla gedriht; 

code ellen-r6f, pat he for eaxlum gestdd 
. Deniga fredn, ctiSe he dugut5e pedw. 
360 Wulfgdr matielode id his wine-drihtne : 

"Her syndon geferede feorran cumene 

"ofer geofenes begang Gedta le6de: 

" pone yldestan oret-meegas 

" Be6wulf nemna^. Hy b^nan synt, 
365 "pat hie, pe6den mln, wi6 pe m6ton 

"wordum wrixlan ; nd pu him wearne gete6h, 

"plnra gegn-cwida gladnian, Hr65gAr! 

"Hy on wig-geatwum wyr?ie pinceat5 

" eorla geoehtlan ; hAru se aldor dedh, 
870 " se paem hea^o-rincum hider wlsade." 



VII. Heothgar's Welcome. 

HR6t5GAR mat5elode, helm Scyldinga: 
"Ic hine cASe cniht-wesende. 
"Was his eald-fader Ecgpe6 hdten, 
"pam t6 Mm forgeaf Hr^Sel Gedta 

B75 " dngan d6htor; is his eafora nu 

" heard her cumen, s6hte holdne wine, 
"ponne sagdon pat sse-llSende, 
" pd pe gif-sceattas Gedta fyredon 
"pyder t6 pance, pat he prittiges 

380 ' ' manna magen-craft on his mund-gripe 
"heaSo-r6f habbe. Hine hdhg god 
"for dr-stafmn As onsende, 
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"t6 West-Denum, fas ic w6n habbe, 
"wit5 Grendles gryre : ic pam gddan sceal 

385 " for his mdd-frace mMmas be6dan. 
"Be6 fu on 6feste, hdt hig in gdn, 
" se6n sibbe-gedriht samod atgadere ; 
" gesaga him edc wordum, fat hie sint wil-cumau 
" Deniga le6dum." pd wi^S duru kealle 

390 Wulfgd7' eode, word inne Abedd : 
" E6w h6t secgan sige-drihten mln, 
"aldor Edst-Dena, fat he e6wer at5elu csax 
"and ge him syndon ofer sae-wjlmas, 
" heard-hicgende, hider wil-cumau. 

395 "Nu ge m6ton gangan in e6wrum gAI5-geatawum, 
"under here-grlman, HrdSgAr gese6n ; 
"IsBtatS hilde-bord her onbidian, 
" wudu wal-sceaftas, wordia gefinges." 
ArAs fd se rlca, ymb hine rinc manig, 

400 fry511c fegna hedp; sume faer bidon, 

heat5o-redf he61don, sw^ him se hearda bebedd. 

SnjTcdon atsomne, fA secg wisode 

under Heorotes hr6f ; hyge-rdf eode^ 

heard under helme, fat he on heoSe gest6d. 

405 Be6wulf mat5elode (on him bjrjie s(;An, 
searo-net 8e6wed smit5es or-f ancum) : 
"Wes fu HrdSgdr hM! ic eom HigeMces 
"maeg and mago-f egn ; habbe ic maerSa fela 
" ongunnen on geogot5e. Me wear5 Grendles fing 

410 "on mlnre 66el-tyrf undyrne oA^: 

"secgat5 sae-115end, fat fes sele stande, 
" reced Selesta, rinca gehwylcum 
"Idel and unnyt, siSSan aefeu-ledht 
"under heofenes hMor beholen we<H^e^. 

415 " pA me fat gelaerdon le6de mine, 
"fA s^lestan, snotere ceorlas, 
"fe6den Hr66gAr, fat ic fe s6hte; 
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420 



425 



430 



435 



440 



445 



450 



'forpan hie magenes crafb mlnne ctl^on: 

' selfe ofersdwon, pA ic of searwum cwom, 

' fdh from fe6ndura, faer ic fife geband, 

'}'Sde eotena C3'n, and on ^Siim sl6g 

'niceras nihtes, nearo-pearfe dredh, 

'wrac Wedera nlS (wedn dhsodon) 

' forgrand gramum ; and nu wi5 Grendel sceal, 

' wis pam agla6can, dna gehegan 

'ping wis pjTse. Ic pe nu pA, 

'brego Beorht-Dena, biddan wille, 

' eodor Scyldinga, Anre b6ne ; 

'pat pu me ne forw3Tne, wigendra hle6, 

' fre6-wine folca, nu ic pus feorran com, 

'pat ic mdte Ana and mlnra eorla gedrylit, 

' pes hearda hedp, Heorot f^lsian. 

' Habbe ic edc gedhsod, pat se aglaeca 

'for his won-hydum waepna ne r6ceS ; 

'ic pat ponne forhicge, swA me HigelAc sle, 

' mln mon-drihten, m6des bliSe, 

'pat ic sweord here oSSe sidne scyld 

'geolo-rand t6 gtiSe ; ac ic mid grdpe sceal 

'f6n wis fe6nde and ymb feorh sacan, 

' Id^ wis IdSum ; paer gelyfan sceal 

' dryhtnes ddme se pe hine dedt5 nime^. 

' W6n* ic pat he wille, gif he wealdan m6t, 

' in pam giit5-sele Gedtena le6de 

' etan unforhte, swA he oft d3'de 

' magen Hr^Smanna. Nd pu mlnne pearft 

'hafalan h5dan, ac he me habban wile 

' dre6re fdhne, gif mec dedS nimet5, 

' bjTcS blddig wal, byrgean penceS, 

' eteS dn-genga unmurnlice, 

'mearcaS m6r-h6pu: n6 pu 3'mb mines ne pearft 

'Uces feorme leng sorgian. 

' Onsend HigelAce, gif mec hild nime, 
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" beadu-scrftda betst, fat mine bre6st weretS, 
"hragla shiest; fat is Hr681an 1^, 
455 " W^landes geweorc. Gset5 A Wyrd sw4 hi6 seel!" 



VIII. Hrothgar tells of Grendel. 

HR6t5GAR matJelode, helm Scyldinga: 
" for t«e?'e-f3'htum fu, wine min Be6walf, 
*'and for Ar-stafiim dsic sdhtest. 
" Gesl6h pin fader fsehtSe maeste, 

460 "wears he HeaSoMfe t6 hand-bonan 
"mid Wilfingum; f^ hine Wedera cyn 
"for here-br6gan habban ne mihte, 
" panon he ges6hte SdS-Dena folc 
" ofer ySa gewealp, Ar-Scyldinga ; 

465 " f4 ic furSum we61d folce Deninga, 
" and on geogoSe he61d gimme-rlce 
"hord-burh haleSa: fA was HeregAr dedd, 
"mln yldra maeg unlifigende, 
" beam Healfdenes. Se was betera fonne ic ! 

470 "Si5t5an p4 faehSe fe6 fingode ; 

" sende ic Wylfingum ofer wateres hrycg 
"ealde mMmas : he me ASas swdr. 
" Sorh is me t6 secganne on sefan mlnum 
" gumena aengura, hwat me Grendel hafaS 

475 " hJ'nSo on Heorote mid his hete-fancum, 
" faer-niSa gefremed. Is mln flet-werod, 
" wlg-hedp gewanod ; hie Wyrd forswe6p 
" on Grendles gryre. God edSe mag 
"fone dol-scatSan daeda getwaefan! 
480 " Ful oft gebe6tedon be6re druncn§ 
"ofer ealo-waege oret-mecgaa, 
"fat hie in be6r-sele bldan woldoi^ 
"Grendles gA5e mid gryrum ecgq,, 
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"ponne was ]>e6s medo-heal on morgen-tld, 
485 " driht-sele dre6r-fAh, fonne dag lixte, 

"eal benc-pelu bl6de bestjmed, 

"beall heoru-dre6re : dhte ic boldra fy las, 

" de6rre dugutSe, pe fd de&6 fornara. 

' ' Site nu t6 symle and onsael meoto, 
490 " sige-hr^5 secgum, sw4 fin sefa hwette!" 

pA was Gedt-macgiim geador atsomne 

on be6r-sele bene gerj med ; 

paer 8wi5-ferht5e sittan eodon 

frySum dealle. ' pegn nytte behe61d, 
495 se pe on handa bar hroden ealo-waege, 

scencte scir wered. Scop liwiliim sang 

hddor jon Heorote ; f aer was haletSa dredm, 

dugutS unlytel Dena and Wedera. 



IX. HuNFERTH Objects to Be6wulf, 

HuNFERtS mat5elode, EcglAfes beam, 

500 pe at f6tum siit fredn Seyldinga ; 

onband beadu-rdne (was him Be6wulfes sit), 
mddges mere-faran, micel af-punca, 
forpon pe he ne tlSe, pat aenig 65er man 
sefre moerSa pon mk middan-geardes 

505 geh^dde under heofenum ponne he sylfa) : 

" Eart pu se Be6wulf, se pe wiS Breean wunne, 

" on sidne sae ymb sund flite, 

' ' paer git for wlence wada cunnedon 

" and for dol-gilpe on de6p witter 

510 " aldrum n^Mon? Ne inc aenig mon, 
"ne le6f ne 1^5, beledn mihte 
" sorh-fullne si5; pA git on sund re6n, 
"paer git edgor-stredm . earmum pehton, 
" maeton mere-straeta, mundum brugdon, 
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'glidon ofer gdr-secg; geofon ySiim we61, 
' wintres wylme. Git on wateres oeht 
' seofon niht swuncou ; he f e at sunde oferflAt, 
'hafde mdre magen. pd hine on morgen-tld 
' on HeatSo-raemas holm up atbar, 
' ponon he ges6hte swaesne 65el 
' le6f his le6dum lond Brondinga, 
'freoSo-burh fagere, paer he folc dhte, 
'burg and bedgas. Be6t eal witS fe 
'sunu Bednstdnes s65e gelaeste. 
' ponue w^ne ic t6 j>e wyrsan gefinges, 
' fedh )m hedSo-raesa gehwaer dohte, 
' giimre giiSe, gif pu Grendles dearst 
' niht-longne fyrst nedn bldan ! " 
Be6wulf mat5elode, beam Ecg])e6wes : 
'Hwat ]m worn fela, wine mln HAnferS, 
' be6re druncen 3'mb Breean sprsece, 
' siigdest from his sl5e ! S6S ic talige, 
' pat ic mere-strengo mdran dhte, 
' eafetSo on ySum, ponne £Enig 6t5er man. 
' Wit pat gecwaedon cniht-wesende 
' and gebe6tedon (waeron begen \>k git 
' on geogoS-feore) pat wit on gdr-secg tt 
' aldrum n6Sdon ; and pat geafndon swd. ^ 

'Hafdon swurd nacod, pd wit on sund re6n, 
' heai'd on handa, wit unc wiS hron-fixas '^ 

' werian p6hton. N6 he wiht fram me * 

' fl6(l-5'^um feor fle6tan meahte, * 

'hratSor on holme, nd ic fram him wolde. 
' pd wit titsomne on sse waeron 

' fif nihta fyrst, 65 pat unc fl6d tddrdf, ' I 

' wado weallende, wedera cealdost, 
' nlpende niht and norSan wind 
' hea6o-grim andhwearf; hre6 waeron y^a. 
' Was mere-fixa mdd onhr^red : 
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550 "faer me wit5 lA5um Uc-sjTce mlu, 

''heard liond-locen, hclpe gefremede; 

" beado-hriigl broden on bre6stiiin liig, 

*'golde gegji-wed. Me t6 grunde tedh 

''fail fe6nd-sea«a, fiiste Lafde 
555 "glim on grApe: LwiiSre me g3'fe^e weartS, 

" pat ie aglaeean orde geraehte, 

" liilde-bille ; lieat5o-raes fornam 

"mihtig mere-de6r purh mine hand. 



X. Beowulf's Contest with Breca. — The Feast. 

" SwA mec gel6me Id5-gete6nan 
560 " fredtedon pearle. Ic him |;6nodc 

"de6rau sweorde, swd hit ged6fc wSs; 

"was hie faerc fylle gefedn hiifdon, 

" mdn-fordaedlan, pat hie me J-^gon, 

" symbol jmb-saeton saj-grundc uedh, 
565 " ac on mergenne mficiim wunde 

" be y5-ldfe uppe laegon, 

" sweordum dswefede, ]>at s^iiSan n& 

"3'mb brontne ford brim-USende 

"Idde ne letton. Le6ht edstan com, 
570 " beorht bedcen godes ; brimu swat5redon, 

" pat ic sae-niissas gese6n mihte, 

"windige weallas. Wyrd oft nere^ 

"unfaegne eorl, tSonne his ellen dedh! 

"HwaSere me gesoelde, pat ic mid sweorde ofsl6h 
575 '-niceras iiigene. N6 ic on niht gefriign 

"under heofoues hwealf heardran fcohtan, 

"ne on 6g-stredmum earmran mannan; 

" hwaSere ic fdra feng fcorc gedigde, 

"slSes wOrig. pa mec sse OSbSr, 
580 "fl6d after faroSe, on Finna land, 
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"wadu weallendu. Nd ic wiht fram pe 

" swylcra searo-nl5a secgan hyrde, 

"billa br6gan: Breca naefre git 

" at hca6o-lAce, lie gehwaSer incer 
585 " swA de6rUce deed gefremede 

' ' fi^gum sweordiim 

" nd ic fas gylpe; 

" fedh ]>u pinum br66rum t6 banan wurde, 

' ' hedfod-maeguin ; pas pu in helle scealt 
590 "werh^o dre6gan, pedh pin wit duge. 

" Secge ic pe td s6Se, sunu EcgUfes, 

"pat naefre Grendel swA fela gryra gefremede, 

" atol aglseca ealdre plnum, 

"hynSo on Heorote, gif pin hige waere, 
595 " sefa sw4 searo-grim, sw^ pu self talast. 

'* Ac he hafatS onfunden, pat he p^ fsehSe ne pearf, 

' ' atole ecg-prace e6wer le6de 

" 8wi8e onsittan, Sige-Sc3idinga ; 

"n3'met5 nj^d-bMe, naenegum AraS 
600 "le6de Deniga, ac he on lust wlgetS, 

" swefeS ond sendee, sacce ne w6net5 

" td GAr-Denum. Ac him Gedta sceal 

'' eafot5 and ellen unge^ra nu 

"gtiSe gebe6dan. GaeS eft se pe m6t 
605 "t6 medo m6dig, si^San morgen-le6ht 

•' ofer yldsL beam 6Sres d6gores, 

"sunne swegl-wered stltSan sclneS!" 

pA was on sdlum sinces brytta 

gamol-feax and giitS-rdf, ge6ce gelyfde 
610 brego Beorht-Dena; gehyrde on Be6wulfe 

folces hyrde fast-raedne gep6ht. 

paer was haleSa hleahtor ; hlyn swynsode, 

word waeron wynsume. Eode Wealhpe6w forS, 

cw6n HrdSg^res, cynna gemyndig, 
615 gr^tte gold-hroden guman on healle, 
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and J)A fre611c wif ful gesealde 
aerest E4st-Dena 6(^el-wearde, 
bad hine bliSne at J^aere be6r-j7ege, 
le6dum le6fne ; he on lust gepeah 

620 symbel and sele-ful, sige-r6f kyning. 
Ymb-eode J.^ ides Helminga 
duguSe and geogoSe dael seghwylcne; 
. sinc-fato sealde, 6S fat sael dlamp, 
fat hi6 Be6wulfe, bedg-hroden cw6n, 

625 mdde gefungen, inedo-ful atbar; 
gr^tte Gedta le6d, gode fancode 
wls-fast wordum, fas fe hire se willa gelamp, 
fat heo on asnigne eorl gelyfde 
fyrena fr6fre. He fat fill gefeah, 

630 wal-re6w w!ga at Wealhfe6n, 
and f4 gyddode gASe gefysed, 
Be6wulf maSelode, beam Ecgfe6wes : 
" Ic fat hogode, f A ic on holm gestdh, 
"sse-b^t gesat mid mlnra secga gedriht, 

635 "fat ic dnunga G6wra le6da 

"willan geworhte, o'56e on wal crunge, 
" fe6nd-grdpum fast. Ic gefremraan sceal 
" eorllc ellen, otStSe ende-dag 
" on fisse meodu-healle minne gebldan." 

640 pam wife f A word wel Ucodon, 

gilp-cwide Gedtes ; eode gold-hroden 
fre61icu folc-cw6n t6 hire fredn sittan. 
pd was eft swd ser imie on healle 
fryS-word sprecen, fe6d on saelum, 

645 sige^folca sw^g, 65 fat semninga 
sunu Healfdenes s^cean wolde 
aBfen-raste ; wiste at f am ahlsecan 
t6 fam hedh-sele hilde gefinged, 
siSSan hie sunnan le6ht gese6n ne meahton, 

650 oS6e nipende niht ofer ealle, 
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scadu-helma gesceapu scrlSan cwdman, 
wan under wolcnum. Werod call ArAs. 
Grfitte pA giddum guma 65erne, 
Hr6t5g4r Be6wulf, and him hael ^bedd, 

655 win-arnes geweald and fat word dcwalS : 
''Naefre ic aBnegum men ser dl^'fde, 
'* siSSan ic bond and rond hebban mihte, 
" pryS-arn Dena buton fe nu ]jA. 
"Hafa nu and geheald hAsa shiest; 

660 "gemyne mserSo, miigen-ellen cyS, 

"waca wits wrdtSum! Ne bit5 fe wilna gM, 
"gif J?u fat ellen-weorc aldre gedlgest," 



XI. The Watch for Grendel. 

pA him Hrdt5gAr gewdt mid his haletSa gedryht, 
eodur Se3ldinga tt of healle ; 

665 wolde wlg-fruma Wealhpe6 s^can, 

cw6n t6 gebeddan, Hafde kyninga wuldor 
Grendle td-gednes, swA guman gefrungon, 
sele-weard dseted : sundor-nj'tte behe61d 
ymb aldor Dena, eoton weard Abedd; 

670 hAru Gedta le6d georne trAwode 
m6dgan mtignes, metodes hyldo. 
pd he him of dyde lsern-b3Tnan, 
helm of hafelan, sealde his hyrsted sweord, 
Irena cyst orabiht-fegue, 

675 and gehealdan hfit hilde-geatwe. 

Gesprac fd se gdda g3-lp-worda sum 
Be6walf Gedta, aer he on bed stige : 
" N6 ic me an here-waesmum hndgran talige 
" gftS-ge weorca, fonne Grendel hine ; 

080 " forf an ic hine sweorde swebban nelle, 
'' aldre bene6tan, fedh ic eal msege. 
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*'N&t he fAra g6da, pat he me on-ge4n sled, 
" rand gehedwe, fedh fe he r6f sle 
" nlS-geweorca ; ac wit on niht sculon 

685 " secge ofersittan, gif he ges^cean dear 
"wig ofer wsepen, and si66an witig god 
" on SW& hwaSere hond hAlig dryhten 
"maertSo d^me, 8w4 him gemet fince." 
Hylde hine ]>k heatSo-de6r, hle6r-bolster onf(6ng 

690 eorles andwlitan ; and hine ymb monig 
snelllc sae-rinc sele-reste gebedh. 
Nsenig heora pdhte fat he fanon scolde 
eft eard-lufan aefre ges^cean, 
folc o^Se fre6-burh, faer he ^f<Sded was, 

695 ac hie hafdon gefrunen, fat hie ser id fela mieles 
in yarn win-sele wal-dedtS fornam, 
Denigea le6de. Ac him dryhten forgeaf 
wig-sp6da gewiofu, Wedera le6dum 
frdfor and fultum, fat hie fe6nd heora 

700 furh dnes craft ealle ofercdmon, 
selfes mihtum : s66 is gecy^ed, 
fat mihtig god manna cynnes 
we61d wlde-ferhS. Com on wanre niht 
scrlSan sceadu-genga. Sce6tend swsefon, 

705 f d ])at horn-reced healdan scoldon, 
ealle buton dnum. pat was 3'ldum cAS, 
fat hie ne m^ste, f A metod nolde, 
se syn-scaSa under sceadu bregdan; 
ac he waccende wrd^um on andan 

710 bM bolgen-m6d beadwa gefinges. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



711-742.] BEOWULF. 23 



XII. Grendel's Raid. 

pA com of m6re under mist-hleotSum 

Grendel goiigan, godes ^Tre bar. 

Mynte se mdn-sca^a manna cynnes 

sumne bes3'rwan in sele fam hedn ; 
715 w6d under wolcnum, t6 fas pe he win-reced, 

gold-sele gumena, gearwost wisse 

fattum f^hne. Ne was fat forma slS, 

fat he Hr65gdres h^m gesdhte : 

nsefre he on aldor-dagura aer ne sitJ^an 
720 heardran hale, heal-fegnas fand ! 

Com f 4 16 recede rinc slSian 

dre^mum bedseled. Duru s6na onarn 

f5'r-bendum fast, sj'tSSan he hine folmum hr4n ; 

onbriid fd bealo-hj'dig, f^ he dbolgen was, 
725 recedes m65an. Rat5e after fon 

on fi§,gne flor fe6nd treddode, 

eode yiTe-m6d ; him of edgum stdd 

llge gellcost le6ht unfager. 

Geseah he in recede rinca manige, 
730 swefan sibbe-gedriht samod atgadere, 

mago-rinca hedp : fa his m6d Ahl6g, 

m3'nte fat he gedselde, aer fon dag cw6me, 

atol aglaeca, dnra gehw^^lces 

llf wi6 lice, \k him dlumpen was 
735 wist-fylle w^n. Ne was fat wjrd fA gen,' 

fat he mA m6ste manna C3'nne3 

ficgean ofer fd niht. pr^^^-swjiS behe61d 

mseg Higeldces, \A se mdn-scatSa 

under faer-gripum gefaran wolde. 
740 Ne fat se aglaeca yldan fdhte, 

ac he gef6ng hraSe forman sl5e 

slaependne rinc, sldt unwearnum, 
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bAt bAn-locan, bl6d 6drum dranc, 

syn-snsedum swealh: s6na hafde 
745 unlyfigendes eal gefeormod 

f(§t and folma. ForS nedr atst6p, 

nam ])k mid handa hige-fihtigne 

rinc on raste ; rsehte pngedn 

fe6nd mid folme, he onf^ng hra^e 
750 inwit-fancum and wiS earm gesat. 

S6na pat onfunde fyrena hyrde, 

fat he ne m^tte middan-geardes 

eorSan scedta on elran men 

mund-gripe mdran: he on mdde wearS 
755 forht on ferht5e, n6 fy aer fram meahte ; 

hyge was him hin-fCls, wolde on heolster fle6n, 

s^can de6fla gedrag: ne was his drohtoS fser, 

swylce he on ealder-dagum ser gem^tte. 

Gemunde pd se g6da maeg Higel^ces 
760 aefen-spraece, up-lang ^stdd 

and him faste wiSfSng. Fingras burston; 

eoten was 6t-weard, eorl furSur st6p. 

Mynte se maera, paer he meahte sw^, 

widre gewindan and on weg panon 
765 fle6n on fen-h6pu ; wiste his fingra geweald 

on grames grdpum. pat was ge6cor slS, 

pat se hearm-scatSa t6 Heorute dtedh: 

dryht-sele d^nede, Denum eallum wear8, 

ceaster-bAendum, e6nra gehw^'lcum, 
770 eorlum ealu-seerwen. Yrre waeron begen, 

r^5e r6n-weardas. Reced hlynsode ; 

pA was wundor micel, pat se win-sele 

wiShafde heatio-de6rum, pat he on hrusan ne fe61. 

fager fold-bold; ac he pas faste was 
775 innan and dtan Iren-bendum 

searo-poncum besmi^od. paer fram sylle Abedg 

medu-benc monig mine gefrsege, 
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golde geregnad, faer fA graman wunnon; 

fas ne w^ndon aer witan Scyldinga, 
780 fat hit k mid gemete manna aenig 

betUc and bdn-fdg t6brecan meahte, 

listum t61<ican, njraSe l!ges fatSm 

swulge on swa^ule. Sw6g up dstAg 

niwe geneahlie ; Nor6-Denum st6d 
785 atellc egesa Anra geliwylciim 

fdra fe of wealle w6p gehyrdon, 

gr3Te-le65 galan godes andsacan, 

sige-ledsne sang, sdr w^nigean 

helle hafban. He61d hine 16 faste 
790 se fe manna was magene strengest 

on fam dage fysses llfes. 



XIII. Be6wulf Tears off Grendel's Arm. 

NoLDE eorla hle6 aenige finga 

fone cweahn-ciiman cwicne forlaetan, 

ne his llf-dagas le6da senigum 
795 nytte tealde. paer genehost bragd 

eorl Be6wulfes ealde Mfe, 

wolde fred-drihtnes feorh ealgian 

maeres fe6dnes, faer hie meahton swA; 

hie fat ne wiston, fA hie gewin drugon, 
800 heard-hicgende hilde-mecgas, 

and on healfa gehwone hedwan fdhton, 

sAwle s6can, pat fone syn-scaSan 

aenig ofer eort5an Irenna cyst, 

gAtS-billa ndn gr^tan noldc ; 
805 ac he sige-waepnum forsworen hafde, 

ecga gehwylcre. Scolde his aldor-geddl 

on fam dage fysses llfes 

earmllc wurSan and se ellor-gdst 



t 
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on fe6nda geweald feor simian. 
810 p& fat onfunde se fe fela seror 

mddes m3'rSe manna cynne 

fyrene gefremede (he was fAg wi^ god) 

fat him se llc-homa laestan nolde, 

ac hine se m6dega maeg Hygeldces 
815 hafde be honda; was gehwaSer dtSrum 

lifigende MS. Llc-sir gebdd 

atol aglseca, him on eaxle wearS 

syn-dolh sweotol, seonowe onsprungon, 

burston bdn-locan. Be6wulfe wearS 
820 g(iS-hi'6t5 gyfetJe ; scolde Grendel fonan 

feorh-se6c fle6n under fen-hleoSu, 

s6cean wyn-leds wlc; wiste f6 geornor, 

fat his aldres wiis ende gegongen, 

d6gera dag-rlm. Denum eallum weartS 
825 after fam wal-raese wilia gelumpen. 

Hafde f^ gefaelsod, se fe aer feorran com, 

snotor and swyS-ferhS sele Hr66gAres, 

genered wit$ nlSe. Niht-weorce gefeh, 

ellen-maerSum ; hafde Edst-Denum 
830 Gedt-mecga le6d gilp gelaested, 

swylce oncf6^e ealle geb^tte, 

inwid-soi^e, fe hie ser drugon 

and for fred-n^dum folian scoldon, 

torn unlytel. pat was tdcen sweotol, 
835 syt5t5an hilde-de6r bond dlegde, 

earm and eaxle (fser was eal geador 

Grendles grdpe) under gedpne hrdf. 
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XIV. The Joy at Heorot. 

pi was on morgen mine gefraege 
ymb fA gif-healle g(it5-rinc monig: 

840 f(&rdon folc-togan feoiran and nedn 
geond wld-wegas wuiidor scedwian, 
WSes lAstas. N6 his llf-geddl 
sdrllc ffthte secga oenegum, 
fdra fe tlr-ledses trode scedwode, 

845 hti he w^rig-m6d on weg panon, 
nltJa ofercumen, on nicera mere 
faege and geflymed feorh-ldstas h&r. 
pser was on bl6de brim weallende, 
atol ^a geswing eal gemenged 

850 hdtan heolfre, heoro-dre6re we61; 
dedtS-faege de6g, siSt5an dredma leds 
in fen-freot5o feorh dlegde 
haetSene sdwle, faer him hel onffeng. 
panon eft gewiton eald-geslSas, 

855 swylce geong manig of gomen-wdt5e, 
fram mere m6dge, mearum rldan, 
beomas on blancum. paer was Be6wii]fes 
maerSo maened; monig oft gecwa^, 
fatte stL'6 ne norS be saem tweonum 

860 ofer eormen-grund 6^er naenig 
under swegles begong s^lra nasre 
rond-habbendra, rices wyrSra. 
Ne hie httru wine-drihten wiht ne 16gon, 
gladne Hr6t5gdr, ac fat was g6d cyning. 

865 Hwllum heat$o-r6fe hledpan l^ton, 
on geflit faran fealwe mearas, 
faer him fold-wegas fagere ftoton, 
cystum cti^e; hwllum cyninges fegn, 
guma gilp-hl^en gidda gemyndig, 
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870 se fe eal-fela eald-gesegena 

worn gemunde, word 66er fand 

isdSe gebunden : secg eft ongan 

sis Be6wulfes sn3'ttrum stjTian 

and on spM wrecan spel gerAde, 
875 wordum wrixlan, wel-liwylc gecwStS, 

fat he fram Sigemunde secgan h^rde, 

ellen-daedum, uncd^es fela, 

Walsinges gewin, wide slSas, 

pdra pe gumena bearn gearwe ne wiston, 
880 faeh^e and fyrene, buton Fitela mid hine, 

fonne he swylces hwat secgan wolde 

edm his nefan, sw4 hie d wseron 

at nlSa gehwam n^^d-gesteallan : 

hafdon eal-fela eotena cynnes 
885 sweordum gesaeged. Sigemunde gesprong 

after dedt$-dage d6m unl^tel, 

S3'^8an wiges heard wyrm dcwealde, 

hordes hyrde ; he under hAme stAn, 

at$elinges bearn, Ana gen^Sde 
890 fr6cne daede ; ne was him Fitela mid. 

HwaSre him gesaelde, fat pat swurd })urhw6d 

wratUcne wyrm, fat hit on wealle atst6d, 

dryhtUc Iren ; draca mortSre swealt. 

Hafde aglaeca elne gegongen, 
895 fat he bedh-hordes brAcan mdste 

selfes d6me: sae-bAt gehl6d, 

bar on bearm scipes beorhte fralwa, 

Walses eafera; wjTm hAt gemealt. 

Se was wreccena wide maerost 
900 ofer wer-fe6de, wlgendra hle6 

ellen-daedum (he fas aer onfAh), 

siSSan Herem6des hild swet5rode 

eafotS and ellen. He mid eotenum weari^ 

on fe6nda ge weald forS forlAcen, 
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905 snMe forsended. Hine sorh-wylmas 

lemede td lange, he his le6duiii wear5, 

eallum aSelingum t6 aldor-ceare ; 

swylce oft bemearn flerran mselum 

swl8-ferht5es sltS snotor ceorl monig, 
910 se fe him bealwa t6 b6te gelyfde, 

fat fat )?e6dnes bearn gepe6n scolde, 

fader- aSelum onf6n, folc gehealdan, 

hord and hle6-burh, halet5a rice, 

6t5el Scyldinga. He fser eallum wearS, 
915 mseg Higel&ces manna cynne, 

fi:e6ndam gefagra; hine fyren onw6d. 

Hwllum flttende fealwe strsete 
mearum maeton. pA was morgen-le6ht 
scofen and scj'nded. Eode scealc monig 

920 swl5-hicgende t6 sele fam hedn, 

searo-wundor se6n, swylce self cyning, 
of br^d-b(ire bedh-horda weard, 
tryddode tlr-fast getrume micle, 
cystum gec^ed, and his cw6n mid him 

925 medo-stig gemat magtSa h6se. 



XV. Hrothgar's Gratulation. 

HR6t5GAR matSelode (he t6 healle ge6ng, 
st6d on stapole, geseah stedpne hr6f 
golde fdhne and Grendles bond): 
"fisse ansj'^ne al-wealdan fane 
930 "lungre gelimpe ! Fela ic lAtSes gebM, 
''grynna at Grendle : d mag god wyrcan 
'.'wunder after wundre, wuldres hyrde I 
"pat was unge^ra, fat ic senigra me 
*'weAna ne w6nde t6 wldan feore 
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935 "b6te gebldan fonne blMe fAh 

'h(isa shiest heoro-dre6rig st6d; 

'we4 wid-scofen witena gehwylcne 

'f^ra fe ne w^ndon, ydt hie wlde-ferhtS *• 

' le6da lan^-geweorc lA6am beweredon 
940 " scuccum and scinnum. Nu scealc hafat5 

'furh drihtnes miht daed gefremede, 

' f e we ealle ser ne meahton 

' snyttrum besyrwan. Hwat ! fat secgan mag 

' efne sw4 hwylc magSa, swA pone magan cende 
945 " after gum-cynnum, gyf he6 gyt lyfatJ, 

' pat hyre eald-metod 6ste wsere 

' bearn-geb^'rdo. Nu ic Be6wulf 

' pec, secg betsta, me for sunu wylle 

' fre6gan on ferhSe ; heald forS tela 
950 " niwe sibbe. Ne bitS pe naenigra gM 

'worolde wilna, pe ic geweald habbe. 

' Ful-oft ic for lassan ledn teohhode 

' hord-weorSunge hnAhran rince, 

' saemran at sacce. pu pe self hafast 
955 "daedum gefremed, pat pin ddm lyfat$ 
AwA t6 aldre. Alwalda pec 
g6de forgylde, swA he nu gyt d.yde!" 
Be6wulf maSelode, beam Ecgpe6wes : 

' We pat ellen-weorc 6stum miclum, 
960 " feohtan fremedon, fr^cne gen^Mon 

' eafot5 uncASes ; ti^e ic swlSor, 

' pat pu hine selfne gese6n m6ste, 

' fe6nd on fratewum fyl-w^rigne ! 

' Ic hine hradllce heardan clammum 
965 "on wal-bedde wrltSan p6hte, 

' pat he for mund-gripe mlnum scolde 

'licgean lif-bysig, butan his lie swlce ; 

' ic hine ne mihte, pd metod nolde, 

' gauges getwseman, n6 ic him pas georne Stfealh, 
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970 " feorh-genltSlan ; wSs t6 fore-mihtig 

"fe6nd on fSSe. HwaSere he his folme forl^t 

"td llf-wraSe lAst weardian, 

"earm and eaxle; n6 fser jenige swA fedh 

" fed-sceafb guma fr6fre gebohte : 
975 '*n6 f^ leng leofatJ lA5-gete6na 

" synnum gesweqced, ac hyne sdr hafat$ 

"in n^'d-gripe near we befongen, 

"balwon bendiim: paer Abldan sceal 

"maga mdne fdh miclan d6mes, 
980 "h(l him sclr metod scrlfan wille." 

p4 was swigra secg, sunu Ecgl&fes, 

on gylp-sprsece gti^-geweorca, 

siSSan aSelingas eorles crafbe 

ofer hedhne hr6f hand sceAwedon, 
985 fe6ndes fingras, foran aeghwj'lc; 

was st^de nagla gehwylc, style gellcost, 

haetSenes hand-speru hilde-rinces 

egle unhe6ru; seg-hwylc gecwatS, 

fat him heardra nAn hrlnan wolde 
990 Iren 8er-g6d, fat fas ahlaecan 

bl6dge beadu-folme onberan wolde. 



XVI. The Banquet and the Gifts. 

pA was hdten hretJe Heort innan-weard 
folmum gefratwod: fela faera was 
wera and wlfa, fe fat win-reced, 
995 gest-sele gyredon. Gold-fdg scinon 
web after wagum, wundor-si6na fela 
secga gehwylcum f^a fe on swylc staraS. 
Was fat beorhte bold t6brocen swlSe 
eal inne-weard Iren-bendum fast, 
1000 heorras t6hlidene ; hrdf Ana genSs 
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ealles ansund, fk se aglaeca, 

fyren-dasdum f4g on fledm gewand, 

aldres or-w6na. N6 fat ^e bvtS 

tb befle6nne (fremme se pe willel) 
1005 ac gesacan sceal sd.wl-bereDdra 

n^de gen^dde nitJtSa bearna 

grund-btiendra gearwe st6we, 

fser his llc-homa leger-bedde fSst 

swefe^ after symle. pA was sael and mael, 
1010 fat t6 healle gang Healfdenes sunu ; 

wolde self cyning symbel ficgan. 

Ne gefragen ic fA msegSe mdran weorode 

ymb hyra sinc-gyfan s^l gebaeran. 

Bugon ]>k t6 bence blaed-Agende, 
1015 fylle gefsegon. Fagere gefsegon 

medo-ful manig indgas f fdra 

swlt3-hicgende on sele fam hedn, 

Hrd^gkr and Hr6t5ulf. Heorot innan wfis 

fre6ndum dfyUed ; nalles fdcen-stafas 
1020 pe6d-Scyldingas fenden fremedon. 

Forgeaf fd Be6wulfe beam Healfdenes 

segen gyldenne sigores t6 ledne, 

hroden hilte-cumbor, helm and byrnan ; 

maere mdSSum-sweord manige gesAwon 
1025 beforan beorn beran. Be6wulf gefah 

ful on flette ; n6 he fjere feoh-gyfte 

for sce6tendiim scamigan porfte, 

ne gefragn ic fre6ndllcor fe6wer mAdmas 

golde gegyrede gum-manna fela 
1030 in ealo-bence 6t5rum gesellan. 

Ymb pas helmes hr6f hedfod-beorge 

wlrum bewunden walan tLtan he61d, 

fat him fiSla Idfe fr^ene ne meahton 

sctir-heard sce5t5an, fonne sc^'ld-freca 
1035 ongedn gramiim gangan scolde. 
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H^ht ))4 eorla hle6 eahta mearas, 

fated-hle6re, on flet te6a 

in under eoderas ; fAra Anum st6d 

sadol searwum fkh since gewurSad, 
1040 fat was hilde-setl hedh-cyninges, 

fonne sweorda gel4c sunu Healfdenes 

efnan wokle ; nsefre on 6re lag 

wld-ctit5es wtg, fonne walu fe611on. 

And fd Be6wulfe bega geliwa^res 
1045 eodor Ingwina onweald getedh, 

wicga and waepna; h6t hine wel brAcan. 

SwA manllce msere J)e6den, 

hord-weard hale^a hea^o-rsesas geald 

mearum and mMmum, swd h^ nsefre man lyht5, 
1050 se fe secgan wile s6t5 after rihte. 



XVII. Song of Heothgar's Poet — The Lay of 
Hnaef and Hengest. 

pi gyt fleghwylcum eorla drihten 
y§LT€L pe mid Be6wulfe brim-lMe tedh, 
on faere medu-bence mdStium gesealde, 
yrfe-Mfe, and fone senne h^ht 

1055 golde forgyldan, fone fe Grendel ser 

mdne dcwealde, swA he h3Ta md wolde, 
nefne him witig god wjTd forst6de 
and fas mannes m6d : metod eallum we61d 
gumena cynnes, swA he nu git d^^ ; 

1060 forfan bits andgit seghwser shiest, 

ferhtSes fore-fane! fela sceal gebldan 
le6fes and lAtSes, se fe longe her 
on fyssum win-dagum worolde br^lcetS. 
peer was sang and sw^g samod atgMere 
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1065 fore Healfdenes bilde-wisan, 

gomen-wudu grated, gid oft wrecen, 

)>onne heal-gamen Hr6t$gdre8 sc6p 

after medo-bence maenan scolde 

Finnes eaferum, )>& hie se fser begeat: 
1070 "Hale« Healfdenes, Hnaf Scyldinga, 

"in Fr..es wale feallan scolde. 

"Ne hdru Hildeburb b^rian J?orfte 

' ' eotena tre6we : unsynnum wearS 

" beloren le6fum at fam lind-plegan 
1075 "bearaum and br6t5rum; bie on gebyrd hrnron 

" g^re wunde ; p'si was ge6muru ides. 

"Nalles b61inga H6ces d6htor 

" meotod-sceaft bemearn, sji^tJan moi^en com, 

" J)A be6 under swegle gese6n meabte 
1080 " morSor-bealo mdga, faer be6 aer maeste be61d 

"worolde wynne : wig ealle fornam 

" Finnes fegnas, nemne fedum Anum, 

"fat be ne mebte on fam me^el-stede 

"wig Hengeste wibt gefeobtan, 
1085 " ne f A wed-ldfe wlge forfringan 

"fe6dnes fegne; ac big bim gefingo budon, 

"fat bie bim 6Ser flet eal ger^mdon, 

"bealle and bedb-setl, fat bie bealfre geweald 

" wis eotena beam 4gan m6ston, 
1090 "and at feob-gyftum Folcwaldan sunu 

"d6gra gebwylce Dene weorSode, 

"Hengestes bedp bringum wenede, 

" efne swd swlSe 8inc-gestre6num 

"fattan goldes, sw& be Fresena cyn 
1095 "on be6r-sele byldan wolde. 

" pd bie getrAwedon on twd bealfa 

"faste friot5u-waere ; Fin Hengeste 

"elne unflitme dtSum benemde, 

" y&t be fd wed-14fe weotena d6me 
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1100 "drum heolde, fat faer senig mon 

" wordum ne worcum wsere ne brsece, 
*' ne purh inwit-searo aefre gemaenden, 
. " pedh hie hira bedg-gj'fan banan folgedon 
" }>e6den-ledse, f& him swA gefearfod wSs: 

1105 "gyf fonne Frysna hwylc fr^cnan sprsBce 
"fas morSor-hetes myndgiend waere, 
"fonne hit sweordes ecg sytJSan scolde. 
"At5 was geafned and icge gold 
" Ahafen of horde. Here-Scjldinga 

1110 "betst beado-rinca was on bael geani; 
" at fam Me was 6t>-ges^ne 
" swAt-fdh syrce, swyn eal-gylden, 
"eofer Iren-heard, aSeling manig 
"wundum Awyrded; sume on wSle crungon. 

1115 "H^t p§L Hildeburh At Hnafes Me 
"hire selfre sunu sweoloSe belastan, 
" bdn-fatu barnan and on bael d6n. 
"Eanne on eaxle ides gnornode, 
"ge6mrode giddum ; gtiS-rinc Ast4h. 

1120 "Wand t6 wolcnum wal-fyra maest, 
"hlynode for hldwe ; hafelan multon, 
"ben-geato burston, fonne bldd atspranc , 
"lAt5-bite lices. Llg ealle forswealg, 
"gaesta glfrost, pAra fe faer gAS fornam 

1125 "bega folces; was hira blaed scaeen. 



XVIII. The G-leeman's Tale is Ended. 

"Gewiton him fA wlgend wlca ne6sian, 
"fre6ndum befeallen Frysland gese6n, 
"hAmas and hed-burh. Hengest p4 gj-t 
"wal-fdgne winter wunode mid Finne 
1130 '^ ealles unhlitme ; eard gemunde, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



86 BEOWULF. [1131-1165. 

"fedh fe he ne meahte oa mere diifan 
" hringed-stefnan ; holm storme we61, 
"won wlt5 winde; winter fiSe beledc 
"Is-gebinde 6tS }>at 6Ser com 

1135 "gedr in geardas, swA nu gyt d6t$, 
"J? A fe s^mgales s61e bewitiaS, 
" wuldor-torhtan weder. pA was winter scacen, 
"fager foldan bearm; fundode wrecca, 
"gist of geardum ; he t6 gjTn-wrace 

1140 " swlt5or )?6hte, fonne t6 sae-lMe, 
"gif he torn-gem6t })urhte6n mihte, 
" fat he eotena beam inne gemunde. 
" Sw4 he ne forwyrnde worold-rsedenne, 
" fonne him HdnMfing hilde-le6man, 

1145 "biila shiest, on bearm dyde : 

' ' fas wseron mid eotenum ecge etiSe. 
" Sw^'lce ferhS-frecan Fin eft begeat 
" sweord-bealo sliSen at his selfes hto, 
"siSt5an grimne gi'ipe GtiSMf ond Osldf 

1150 "after sse-siSe sorge msendon, 

" atwiton wedna dael ; ne meahte wafre mdd 
" forhabban in hreSre. p^ was heal hroden 
" fe6nda feorum, swilce Fin slagen, 
" cyning on corSre, and se6 cw^n niimen. 

1155 " Sce6tend Scyldinga t6 scypum feredon 
" eal in-gesteald eorS-c^'ninges, 
" swylce hie at Finnes hdm findan meahton 
" sigla searo-gimma. Hie on sae-ldde 
" drihtlice wlf t6 Denum feredon, 

1160 "laeddon t6 le6dum." Le65 was dsungen, 
gle6-mannes gyd. Gamen eft ^stdh, 
beorhtode benc-sw^g, byrelas sealdon 
win of wander- fatum. p^ ewom Wealhfe6 forS 
g^n under gyldnum hedge, fser ]>k g6dan twegoii 

1165 sfeton suhter-gefaderan ; f A gyt was hiera sib atgiidere 
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aBghwylc 6t$rum tr;^we. Swylce faer HftnferS fyle 
at f6tum sat fredn Scyldinga : gehwylc hiora his ferhCe 

tre6wde, 
pat he hafde m6d micel, feAh ]>e he his m4gum nsere 
drfast at eega gelAcum. Sprac fA ides Scyldinga: 

1170 "Onf6h fissum fulle, fre6-drihtea rain, 
" sinees brytta; fu on saelum wes, 
"gold- wine gumena, and t6 Gedtum spree 
" mildum wordiim ! SwA sceal man d6n. 
" Be6 wits Gedtas glad, geofena gem^-ndig; 

1175 " nedn and feorran fu nu fn'6u hafast. 

" Me man sagde, fat fu J?e for sunu wolde 
" here-rinc habban. Heorot is gefaelsod, 
"bedh-sele beorhta;' brtlc fenden fu m6te 
"manigra m6da and finum magum Isef 

1180 ''folc and rice, fonne fu fort5 scyle 
" metod-sceaft se6n. Ic minne can 
"gladne Hr65ulf, fat he fA geogotSe wile 
" Arum healdan, gyf fu ser fonne he, 
"wine Scildinga, worold oflaetest; 

1185 "w^ne ic, fat he mid g6de g3'ldan wille 
" uncran eaferan, gif he fat eal gemon, 
"hwat wit t6 willan and t6 worS-myndum 
"umbor wesendum aer Arria gefremedon." 
Hwearf f d bt bence, fser hyre byre wseron, 

1190 Hr^tJric and Hr6tSmund, and halet5a beam, 
giogotJ atgadere; fser se g6da sat 
Be6wulf Gedta be faem gebr6t5rum tweem. 
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XIX. 

Be6wulf's Jewelled Collar. The Heroes Rest. 

Him was ful boren and fre6nd-latSa 
* wordum bewagned and wunden gold 
1195 6stum geedwed, earm-hredde twA, 

hragl and hringas, heals-bedga msest 
.fAra fe ic on foldan gefragen habbe. 

Nsenigne ic under swegle s^lran hyrde 

hord-m^S5um haleSa, sySSan HAma sitw'ig 
1200 t6 faBre bjrhtan byrig Brosinga mene, 

sigle and sine-fat, searo-ntSas fealh 

Eormenrlees, geceds 6ene rsed. 

pone bring hafde Higeldc Gedta, 

nefa Swertinges, nyhstan sl8e, 
1205 si55an he under segne sine ealgode, 

wal-redf werede ; hyne W3'rd fomam, 

sjiSSan he for wlenco wedn Ahsode, 

f8eht$e t6 Frj'sum ; he f A fratwe wag, 

eorclan-stdnas ofer ySa ful, 
1210 rice )7e6den, he under rande gecranc ; 

gehwearf fd in Francna faSm feorh cyninges, 

bre6st-gewaedu and se bedh somod: 

w^Tsan wlg-frecan wal redfedon 

after gtlS-sceare, Gedta le6de 
1215 hred-wlc he61don. Heal sw^ge onf(§ng. 

Wealhfe6 mat5elode, he6 fore fam werede sprac: 

"BrAc fisses hedges, Be6wulf, le6fa 

''h^'se, mid hsele, and fisses hragles ne6t 

'' })e6d-gestre6na, and gefe6h tela, 
1220 '' cen fee mid crafbe and fj'ssum cnjhtum wes 

"Idra 116e! ic pe fas ledn geman. 

" Hafast ]>u gef^red, pat pe feor and nedh 
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''ealne wlde-ferhtS weras ehtigai5, 
"efne swA side swd sse bebftgetS 

1225 "windige weallas. Wes, fenden fii lifige, 
"aSeling eddigl ic fe an tela 
" sinc-gestre6na. Be6 J?u suna mlnum 
" daidum ged^fe dredm healdende! 
'^Her is aeghwylc eorl dSrum getr^we, 

1230 "m6des milde, man-drihtne hold, 

"J?egnas S3^ndon gefwaere, })e6d eal gearo: 
"drancne dryht-guman, d6t5 swA ic bidde ! " 
Eode f A t6 setle. paer was sjTubla cyst, 
druncon win weras : w^Td ne cftSon, 

1235 ge6-sceaft grimme, sw4 hit dgangen wearS 
eorla manegum, sy8t5an sefen cwom 
and him Hr6tSgAr gewAt t6 hofe slnum, 
rice t6 raste. Reced weardode 
unrlm eorla, swA hie oft 8er dj^don : 

1240 benc-felu beredon, hit geond-braeded wear® 
beddam and bolstrum. Be6r-scealca sum 
fts and faege flet-raste gebedg. 
Setton him t6 hedfdum hilde-randas, 
bord-wudu beorhtan ; faer on bence was 

1245 ofer a^elinge ^-ges^ne 

heaSo-stedpa helm, hringed byrne, 
frec-wudii frymllc. Was fedw hyra, 
pat hie oft waeron an wig gearwe, 
ge at h4m ge on herge, ge gehwaSer fdra 

1250 efne swylce raaela, swylce hira man-dry htne 
pearf gesselde ; was se6 ]>e6d tilu. 
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XX. 

Grendel's Mother Attacks the Ring-Danes. 

SiGON }?A td slsepe. Sum sAre angeald 

aefen-raste, swA him ful-oft gelamp, 

sitStSan gold-sele Grendel warode, 
1255 unriht afnde, 68 ydt ende becwom, 

swylt after synnum. pat gesyne wear8, 

wid-c68 werum, fatte wrecend f A gyt 

lifde after 14t5um, lange frage 

after gfttS-ceare ; Grendles mddor, 
1260 ides aglaec-wlf yrmtJe gemunde, 

se fe water-egesai^ wunian scolde, 

cealde stredmas, sitJtSan Cain wearS 

td ecg-banan 4ngan br68er, 

f aderen-maege ; he ]>k fkg gewdt, 
1265 mor^re gemearcod man-dredm fle6n, 

w^sten warode. panon w6c fela 

ge6sceaft-g^sta ; was faera Grendel sum, 

heoro-wearh hetellc, se at Heorote fand 

waccendne wer wlges bldan, 
1270 faer him aglaeca at-graepe wear^ ; 

hwaSre he gemunde magenes strenge, 

gim-faste gife, fe him god sealde, 

and him t6 anwaldan ^re gelyfde, 

fr6fre and fultum: ]>f he fone fe6nd oferewom, 
1275 gehnaegde helle g^st: * f4 he hedn gew^t^ 

dredme bedaeled dedt5-wic se6n, 

man-cynnes fe6nd. And his m6dor ]>k gyt 

gifre and galg-m6d gegdn wolde 

sorh-fulne si5, suna ded^ wrecan. 
1280 Com ]>§i td Heorote, faer Hring-Dene 

geond fat said swsefun. pA fser s6na wear5 

ed-hwyrft eorlum, sitSt5an inne fealh 
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Grendles iii6dor; was se gryre lassa 

efne sw4 micle, sw4 bi6 mdg6a craft, 
1285 wlg-gryre wlfes be waepned-men, 

fonne beoru bunden, hamere gefuren, 

sweord sw4te fdh swin ofer heline, 

ecgum dyhtig andweard sciretS. 

p4 was on healle heard-ecg togen, 
1290 sweord ofer setlum, sid-rand manig 

hafen hauda fast; helm ne gemunde, 

byrnan side, fe hine se br6ga angeat. 

He6 was on 6fste, wolde tt fanon 

feore beorgan, f§, he6 onfunden was ; 
1295 hraSe he6 aSelinga 4nne hafde 

faste befangen, fa he6 t6 fenne gang; 

se was Hr65gdre haletSa le6fost 

on gestSes h4d be saem tweonum, 

rice rand-wiga, fone fe he6 on raste Abre^t, 
1300 blaed-fastne beorn. Nas Be6wulf faer, 

ac was 6Ser in ser geteohhod 

after milStSum-gife mierum Gedte. 

Hredm wearS on Heorote. He6 under heolfre genam 

ctitSe folme; cearu was geniwod 
1305 geworden in wlcum : ne was fat gewrixle til, 

fat hie on bA healfa bicgan scoldon 

fre6nda feorum. p4 was fr6d cyning, 

h4r hilde-rinc, on hre6n m6de, 

sytStSan he aldor-fegn unlyfigendne, 
1310 fone de6restan deddne wisse. 

Hra^e was td bftre Be6wulf fetod, 

sigor-eddig secg. Samod aer-dage 

code eorla sum, aCele cempa 

self mid gesiSnm, fser se snottra bM, 
1315 hwaSre him al-walda sefre wille 

after wed-spelle wjrpe gefremman. 

Gang f A after fldre fyrd-wyrSe man 
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mid his hand-scale (heal-wudu dynede) 
fat he fone wisan wordum hnaBgde 
1320 fredn Ingwina ; fragn gif him waere 
after ne6d-lat5u niht getaese. 



XXI. Sorrow at Heohot: jEsohere's Death. 

Hr6Sgar maSelode, helm Scildinga : 

" Ne frin fu after saelum ! Sorh is geniwod 

"Denigea le6dum. Dedd is Asc-here, 

1325 ^'Yrmenldfes yldra br6«or, 

"min rftn-wita and mln rsed-bora, 

'' eaxl-gestealla, fonne we on orlege 

'' hafelan weredon, fonne hniton f<ftSan, 

'' eoferas cnysedan; swylc scolde eorl wesan 

1330 '-'- (x6eling aer-g6d, swylc Asc-here was. 
"Wears him on Heorote t6 hand-banan 
"wal-gaest wafre ; ic ne w^t hwader 
" atol sese wlanc eft-sit5as tedh, 
" fylle gefraegnod. He6 fd fsehSe wrac, 

1335 ''fe fu gystran niht Grendel cwealdest 
" furh haestne hM heardum clammum, 
"forfan he t6 lange le6de mtne 
''wanode and wyrde. He at wige gecrang 
" ealdres scyldig, and nu 6Ser cwom 

1340 "mihtig mdn-scaSa, wolde hj^e maeg wrecan, 
"ge feor hafatS* fsehSe gestaeled, 
"pas fe fincean mag fegne monegum, 
" se fe after sinc-gyfan on sefan gre6tet$, 
" hretSer-bealo hearde; nu se6 hand ligetS, 

1345 " se fe e6w wel-hwjlcra wilna dohte. 
" Ic pat lond-bftend le6de mine 
" sele-rsedende secgan hyrde, 
"fat hie gesAwon swylce twegen 
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micle mearc-stapan in6ras healdan, 
ellor-gaestas : faera 6^er was, 
fas fe hie gewisUcost gewitan meahton 
idese onllcnes, 65er earm-sceapen 
on weres wastmum wrac-14stas trad, 
nafne he was Tn4ra fonne aenig man 6t5er, 
fone on gedr-dagum Grendel nemdoa 
fold-bftende : n6 hie fader eunnon, 
hwatJer him aenig was aer ^cenned 
dyrnra gAsta. Hie d^gel lond 
warigeat5, wulf-hleo^u, windige nassas, 
fr^cne fen-gelM, faer fyi^en-stredm 
under nSssa genipu niSer gewltet5, 
fl6d under foldan; nis fat feor heonon 
mll-gemearces, fat se mere standees, 
ofer fam hongia^ hrlnde bearwas, 
wudu wjTtum fast, water oferhelma^. 
paer mag nihta gehwam nlS-wundor se6n, 
fyr on fl6de; n6 fas fr6d leofa^ 
gumena beama, fat fone grund wite; 
fedh fe hae^-stapa hundum geswenced, 
heorot hornum trum holt-wudu s6ce, 
feorran gefl^med, aer he feorh seleS, 
aldor on 6fre, aer he in wille, 
hafelan h^dan. Nis fat he6ru stdw: 
fonon yS-geblond up ^stlgetS 
won td wolcnum, fonne wind styret$ 
IAS gewidru, 6tS fat lyft drysmaS, 
roderas re6tat$. Nu is raed gelang 
eft at fe Anum! Eard git ne const, 
fr^cne st6we, faer fu findan miht 
sinnigne secg : s^c gif f u dyrre ! 
Ic fe f A faehtSe fe6 lednige, 
eald-gestre6num, swA ic »r dyde, 
wundnum golde, gyf fu on weg cymest." 
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XXII. 

Beowulf Seeks the Monster in the Haunts of 

THE Nixies. 

Be6wulf maSelode, beam Ecgfe6wes: 
1385 "Ne sorga, snotor guma! s^lre bi6 seghwam, 
"fat he bis fre6nd wrece, fonne he fela murne; 
"Are aeghw3'lc sceal ende gebidan 
" worolde lifes; wyrce se pe mdte- 
"d6mes ser dedt5e! fat bit5 driht-guman 
1390 " unlifgendum after s61est. 

"Arts, rices weard; uton hratSe f(&ran, 
" Grendles mAgan gang scedwigan ! 
"Ic bit fe gebdte: n6 he on helm losai$, 
2 " ne on foldan faSm, ne on fyrgen-holt, 

U 1395 "ne on g3'fenes grund, g^ faer be wille. 

"p3's ddgor ]>u. gefyld hafa 
? "wedna gebw^lces, swk ic fe w^ne t6I" 

T Able6p ]>§L se gomela, gode fancode, 

Smibtigan drihtne, fas se man gesprae. 
^ 1400 p4 was Hr65gdre bors gebaeted, 

g wicg wunden-feax. Wisa fengel 

i geatolic gengde ; gum-fftSa st6p 

lind-babbendra. L^stas waeron 
' after wald-swat5um wide gesyne, 
1405 gang ofer grundas ; gegnum fdr fd 
1 ofer myrcan m6r, mago-fegna bar 

f, fone s61estan sdwol-ledsne, 

I- fdra fe raid HrdSgdre h^m eabtode. 

Ofer-eode f4 aSelinga beam 
1410 stedp stdn-bliSo, stige nearwe, 
': enge. ^n-paSas, un-c65 gelM, 

neowle nassas, nicor-hAsa fela; 
.; he fedra sum beforan gengde 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1414-1448.] BEOWULF. 45 

wtsra monna, wong scedwian, 
1415 65 pat he faeringa fjTgen-bedmas 

ofer hilrne stAn hleonian fande, 

W3'n-ledsne wudu ; water under st6d 

dre6rig and gedr^fed. Denum eallum wfis, 

winum Scyldinga, weorce on mdde, 
1420 td gefolianne pegne mopegum, 

onc3'6 eorla gehwam, s}i$6an Asc-heres 

on pam holm-elife liafelan mutton. 

F16d bl6de we61 (folc t6 saegon) 

hAtan heolfre. Horn stundum song 
1425 msUc fyrd-\e6^. F6«a eal gesiit; 

gesdwon p4 after watere wjrm-cynnes fela, 

selltce sa^-dracan sund cunnian, 

swylce on nas-hleo5um nicras licgean, 

p4 on nndern-mael oft bewitiga'5 
1430 sorh-fulne siS on segl-rMe, 

wjrmas and wil-de6r; hie on weg hruron 

bitere and gebolgne, bearhtm onge^ton, 

gAtS-horn galan. Sumne Gedta le6d 

of Mn-bogan feores getwsefde, 
1435 ;yiS-gewinnes, fat hinji on aldre st6d 

here-stral hearda ; he on holme was 

sundes pe saenra, pe hyne swjlt fornara. 

HraSe weartS on ySum mid eofer-spre6tum 

heoro-hdcyhtum nearde geuearwod, 
1440 nl5a genseged and on nas togen 

wundorlic wseg-bora ; weras scedwedon 

gryrelicne gist. Gyrede hine Be6wulf 

eorl-gewaBdum, nalles for ealdre mearn: 

scolde here-bjTne hondum gebroden, 
1445 sld and searo-fdh, sund cunnian, 

se6 pe bdn-c6fan beorgan cASe, 

pat him hilde-grdp hreSre ne mihte, 

eorres inwit-feng, aldre gesce^^an; 
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ac se hwtta helm hafelan werede, 

1450 se pe mere-grundas meugan scolde, 
s^can sund-gebland since geweorSad, 
befongen fre4-wrAsnum, swA bine fym-dagum 
worhte waepna smitJ, wiindrum te6de, 
besette swin-licum, fat bine sy^San nd 

1455 brond ne beado-m6cas bltan ne meahton. 
Nas ]>'^t )7onne maetost magen-fultuma, 
fat him on fearfe 14h fyle Hr6t$gAi*es; 
was pam hafl-m^ce Hrunting nama, 
fat was 4n foran eald-gestre6na ; 

1460 ecg was Iren, dter-tAnum fAh, 

fthjTded hea^o-swAte ; naefre hit at hilde ne swAc 
manna aengum f4ra fe hit mid mun<lam bewand, 
• se fe grjTe-slSas gegAn dorste, 
folc-stede fAra; nas fat forma slt$, 

1465 fat hit ellen-weorc afnan scolde. 
Hftru ne gemunde mago EcglAfes 
eafoSes craftig, fat he ser gesprSc 
wine druncen, f4 he fas waepnes onl&h 
Shiran sweord-frecan : selfa ne dorste 

1470 under ^a gewin aldre gen66an, 

driht-scype dre6gan; faer he d6me forleds, 
ellen-mserSum. Ne wSs ffim 65ram sw&, 
sy65an he bine t6 gdtSe gegyred hafde. 



XXIII. The Battle with the Wateb-Drake. 

Be6wulf matJelode, beam Ecgfe6wes: 
1475 "gefenc nu, se msera maga Healfdenes, 
" snottra fengel, nu ic eom slSes fCls, 
" gold -wine gumena, hwat wit ge6 sprsecon, 
"gif ic fit fearfe flnre scolde 
^' aldre linnan, fat fu me & wsere 
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1480 " forS-gewitenum on fader stale; 

"wes fu mund-bora milium mago-fegnum, 

' ' hond-gesellum, gif mec hild nime : 

*'swylce fu fA mddmas, fe fu me sealdest, 

''Hr65gdr le6fa, Higel^ce onsend. 
1485 *'Mag fonne on fam golde ongitan Gedta dryliten, 

" gese6n sunu Hr^tSles, fonne he on fat sine staratS, 

"fat ic gum-cystum g6dne funde 

'.'bedga bryttan, bredc fonne mdste. 

"And fu HAnferS last . ealde lAfe, 
1490 "wratUc waeg-sweord wld-cASne man 

"heard-ecg habban; ic me mid Hruntinge 

"ddm gew3Tce, o^Se mec dedtS nimetS." 

After f «m wordum Weder-Gedta le6d 

6fste mid elne, nalas andsware 
1495 bldan wolde ; brim-wylm oirfing 

hilde-rince. p4 was hwil dages, 

aer he pone grand-wong ongytan mehte. 

S6na fat onfunde, se fe fl6da begong 

heoro-glfre behe61d hund missera, 
1500 grim and graedig, fat faer gumena sum 

al-wihta eard ufan cunnode. 

GrAp f4 t6gednes, gtttJ-rinc geffeng 

atolan clommum ; nd f^ aer in gescdd 

hAlan lice : bring titan 3'mb-bearh, 
1505 fat he6 fone fyrd-hom furh-f6n ne mihte, 

locene leotSo-syrcan 14San fingi'um. 

Bar f 4 se6 brim-wjif, f A he6 td botme com, 

hringa fengel t6 hofe slnum, 

swA he ne mihte nd (he fas m6dig was) 
1510 waepna gewealdan, ac hine wundra fas fela 

swencte on sunde, sae-deor monig 

hilde-tuxum here-sjTcan brae, 

6hton aglaecan. pA se eorl ongeat, 

fat he in niS-sele ndt-hwylcum wfis, 
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1515 faer him naenig water wihte ne sce^ede, 

ne him for hr6f-sele hrinan ne mehte 

faer-gripe fl6des : fyr-\e6ht geseah, 

blAcne le6man beorhte sclnan. 

Ongeat f A se g6da grund-wyrgenne, 
1520 mere-wif mihtig ; magen-raes forgeaf 

hilde-bille, hond swenge ne oftedh, 

fat hire on hafelan hring-mael Ag61 

graedig gAtS-le65. pk se gist onfand, 

fat se beado-le6ma bitan nolde, 
1525 aldre scetSSan, ac se6 ecg geswAc 

fe6dne at fearfe : folode ser fela 

hond-gem6ta, helm oft gescar, 

faeges fjrd-hragl: fat was forma sttJ " 

de6rum m^Sme, fat his d6m dlag. 
1530 Eft was 4n-raBd, *" nalas elnes lat, 

maerSa gemyndig maeg Hj'gel^ces ; 

wearp f^ wunden-mael wrattum gebunden 

yrre oretta, fat hit on eort^an lag, 

stiS and styl-ecg; strenge geti-tiwode, 
1535 mund-gripe magenes. SwA sceal man d6n, 

fonne he iit gftSe gegdn fenceS 

longsumne lof, n^ ymb his Uf ceara^. 

GefSng f A be eaxle (nalas for faeh'Se mearn) 

GftS-Gedta le6d Grendles mddor; 
1540 bragd f^ beadwe heard, fd he gebolgen was, 

feorh-geni61an, fat he6 on flet gebedh. 

He6 him eft hratSe and-ledn forgeald 

grimman gr^pum and him tdgednes ffeng; 

oferwearp f 4 w6rig-m6d wtgena strongest, 
1545 ffeSe-cempa, fat he on fjlle wearS. 

Ofsiit f^ fone sele-gyst and hyre seaxe getedh, 

brdd and brtin-ecg wolde hire beam wrecan, 

Angan eaferan. Him on eaxle lag 

bre6st-net broden; fat gebearh feore, 
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1550 wi^ ord and wr6 ecge ingang forstdd. 

Hafde p4 forsttSod siinu Ecg))e6wes 

under gynne grund, Gedta cempa, 

nemne him heatSo-byrne helpe gefremede, 

here-net hearde, and hAlig god 
1555 gewe61d wlg-sigor, witig drihten ; 

rodera raedend hit on ryht gescM, 

^ellce sytS^an he eft ast6d. 



XXIV. Beowulf Slays the Sprite. 

Geseah f a on searwum sige-eMig bil, 
eald sweord eotenisc ecgum fj'htig, 

1560 wigena weor5-ni3'nd : fat was wsepna cjst, 
Mton hit was mdre fonne senig mon 6tSer 
t6 beadu-ldce atberan meahte 
g6d and geatollc giganta geweorc. 
He gefi&ng f4 fetel-hilt, freca Scildinga, 

1565 hre6h and heoro-grim hring-msel gebragd, 
aldres orw6na, yrringa «16h, 
fat hire wiS halse heard gr^pode, 
b^n-hringas brae, bil eal furh-w6d 
faegne flaesc-homan, he6 on flet gecrong ; 

1570 sweord was swAtig, secg weorce gefeh. 
Lixte se le6ma, le6ht inne st6d, 
efne swd of hefene hMre scineS 
rodores candel. He after recede wlilt, 
hwearf f A be wealle, waepen hafenade 

1575 heard be hiltum HigelAces fegn, 

jTre and An-raed. Nas se6 ecg fracod 
hilde-rince^ ac he hrat5e wolde 
Grendle forgyldan gAtS-raesa fela 
f&ra pe he geworhte t6 West-Denum 
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1580 oflor micle fonne on senne slS, 

fonne he HrdtJgdres heorS-genedtas 

sl6h on sweofote, slaepende frat 

folces Denigea fyf-tj-ne men 

and 65er swylc At of-ferede, 
1585 lAtJUcu Idc. He him fas ledn forgeald, 

r^tSe cempa, t6 fas pe he on raste geseah 

gftS-w^rigne Grendel licgan, 

aldor-ledsne, sw4 him aer gescdd 

hild at Heorote; hr4 wide sprong, 
1590 syt5t$an he after de&6e drepe frowade, 

heoro-sweng heardne, and hine f^ hedfde becearf. 

S6na fat gesAwon snottre ceorlas, 

f4 fe mid Hr6Sgdre on holm wliton, 

fat was yt5-geblond eal gemenged, 
1595 brim bl6de f^-h: blonden-feaxe 

gomele ymb g6dne ongeador sprsecon, 

fat hig fas iiMinges eft ne "w^ndon, 

fat he sige-hr6t5ig s^cean c6me 

mserne f e6den ; f 4 fas monige gewear5, 
1600 fat hine 8e6 brim-wylf ^broten hafde. 

p4 com n6n dages. Nas ofgeAfon 

hwate Scyldingas ; gewAt him hdm f onon 

gold-wine gumena. Gistas s6tan, 

m6des se6ce, and on mere staredon, 
1605 wiston and ne w6ndon, fat hie heora wine-drihten 

selfne gesdwon. p4 fat sweord ongan 

after heaSo-swAte hilde-gicelum 

wig-bil wanian ; fat was wundra sum, 

fat hit eal gemealt Ise gellcost, 
1610 fonne forstes bend fader onlaetetS, 

onwindeS wal-rdpas, se fe geweald hafatS 

saela and msela; fat is s66 metod. 

Ne nom he in faem wlcum, Weder-Gedta le6d, 

m^^m-sehta m&, f6h he fser monige geseah, 
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1615 btiton fone hafelan and f4 hilt somod, 

since fi^ge; sweord ser gemealt, 

forbarn broden mael: was pat bldd t6 fas h^t, 

settren ellor-gaest, se paer inne swealt. 

Sdna was on sunde, se pe aer at sacce gebM 
1620 wlg-hrj're wrdtSra, water up purh-dedf ; 

waeron y5-gebland eal gefjelsod, 

edcne eardas, pA se ellor-gdst 

ofl^t Itf-dagas and pAs laenan gesceaft. 

Com pA td lande lid-manna helm 
1625 swl6-m6d sw^'mman, sse-lAce gefeah, 

miigen-byrSenne pAra pe he him mid hafde. 

Eodon him pA t6gednes, gode pancodon, 

piy^Uc pegna hedp, pe6dnes geffigon, 

pas pe hi hj'ne gesundne gese6n m6ston. 
1630 Ipa wiis of pam hrdran helm and b3'me 

lungre dlysed: lagu drusade, 

wJlter under wolcnum, wdl-dre6re f^g. 

F^rdon fodS ponon f(6t5e-ldstum 

ferhtSum fiigne, fold-weg maeton, 
1635 ctitJe strsete ; cyning-balde men 

from pam holm-clife hafelan baeron 

earfotSllce heora seghwatSrum 

fela-m6digra : fe6wer scoldon 

on ^am wal-stenge weorcum geferian 
1640 t6 pam gold-sele Grendles hedfod, 

6t5 pat semninga t6 sele cdmon- 

frome fyrd-hwate fedwer-tj-ne 

Gedta gongan; gum-dryhten mid 

m6dig on gemonge meodo-wongas trad. 
1645 pd com in gdn ealdor pegna, 

daed-c6ne mon d6me gewurSad, 

hale hilde-de6r, HrdSgdr gr^tan: 

p4 was be feaxe on flet boren 

Grendles hedfod, pser guman drunoon, 
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1650 egesltc for eorlum and faere idese mid: 
wlite-se6ii wratllc weras ons&won. 



XXV. Hrothgar's Gratitude : He Discourses. 

Be6wulf ma'Selode, beam Ecgfe6we8: 

"Hwat! we fe pAs sse-ldc, sunu Healfdenes, 

"le6d Scyldinga, Instum br6hton, 
1655 "tires 16 tAcne, fe fu her t6 16cast. 

"Ic pat uns6fte ealdre gedigde: 

" wige under watere weorc genfiSde 

" earfoSlice, at-rihte was 

"gtitS getwaefed, nymtSe mec god scylde. 
1660 " Ne meahte ic at hilde mid Hruntinge 

"wiht gew3Tcan, pedh pat wsepen duge, 

" ac me gedSe j'lda waldend, 

"pat ic on wage geseah wlitig hangian 

" eald sweord edcen (oftost wlsode 
1665 "winigea ledsam) pat ic py^ waepne gebrad. 

"Ofsl6h pA at psere sacce (p4 me ssel %eald) 

"hdses li3Tdas. pA pat hilde-bil 

"forbarn, brogden mael, sw4 pat bl6d gesprang, 

"hdtost heatJo-sw^ta : ic pat hilt panan 
1670 " fe6ndum atferede ; fsTcn-dseda wrac, 

" dedtJ-cwealm Denigea, swA hit ged^fe was. 

"Ic hit pe ponne geh^te, pat pu on Heorote m6st 

" sorh-leds swefan mid plnra secga gedryht, 

" and pegna gehwjlc plnra le6da, 
1675 " diiguSe and iogot^e, pat pu him ondraedan ne pearft, 

"pe6den Scyldinga, on pA healfe, 

" aldor-bealu eorlum, swA pu ser dydest." 

pt was gylden hilt gamelum rince, 

hArum hild-fruman, on hand gyfen, 
1680 enta aer-geweorc, hit on aeht gehwearf 
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after de6fla hryre Denigea fredn, 

wundor-smitSa geweorc, and f A pAs worold ofgeaf 

grom-heort guma, godes andsaca, 

morSres scyldig, and his mddor edc ; 
1685 on geweald geliwearf worold-cyninga 

pam s61estan be ssem twe6num 

p4ra pe on Sceden-igge sceattas dselde. 

HrdSgdr ma^elode, hjlt scedwode, 

ealde Idfe, on pam was 6r writen 
1690 fyrn-gewinnes : sy«t5an AM ofsl6h, 

gifen ge6tende, giganta cjm, 

fr^cne gef<Srdon: pat was fremde pe6d 

6cean drj^htne, him pas ende-ledn 

purh wateres W3'lm waldend sealde. 
1695 Swd was on psem scennum sctran goldes 

purh r(ln-stafas rihte gemearcod, 

geseted and gessed, hwam pat sweord geworht, 

Irena cyst aerest wsere, 

wreoSen-hilt and wjTm-fdh. pA se wlsa sprac 
1700 sunn Healfdenes (swigedon ealle) : 

"pat lA mag secgan, se pe s6t5 and riht 

'' fremetS on folee, (feor eal gemon 

" eald 66el-weard), pat pes eorl wsere 

" geboren betera! Blaed is Arsered 
1705 "geond wid-wegas, wine mln Be6walf, 

' ' pin ofer pe6da gehwj'lce . Eal pu hit gepyldum healdest, 

' ' magen mid m6des snyttrum. Ic pe sceal mine gelsestan 

" fre6de, swA wit furSum sprsecon ; pu scealt t6 frdfre 

weorSan 

"eal lang-twidig le6dum pinum, 
1710 "haletSum t6 helpe. Ne wearS Heremdd sw& 

"eaforum Ecgwelan, Ar-Scyldingum ; 

*'ne gewe6x he him t6 willan, ac t6 wSl-fealle 

"and t6 dedt5-cwalum Deniga le6dum; 

"bredt bolgen-m6d be6d-gene4tas, 
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1715 " eaxl-gesteallan, 6t5 fat he Ana hwearf, 
^'maere fe6den. mon-dredmum from: 
"fedh fe hine mihtig god magenes wynnum, 
'* eafetJum st^pte, ofer ealle men 
"for^ gefremede, hwaSere him on ferh^e gre6w 

1720 "bre6st-hord bl6d-re6w : nallas"bedgas geaf 
"Denum after ddme; dredm-leds gebAd, 
"fat he fas gewinnes weorc fro wade, 
"le6d-bealo longsum. pu fe Iser be fon, 
"gum-cyste ongit! ic fis gid be fe 

1725 " Awrac wintrum fr6d. Wundor is t6 se(^anne, 
"hti mihtig god manna cynne 
"furh sidne sefan snyttru brjtta^, 
" eard and eorl-scipe, he dh ealra geweald. 
" Hwllum he on hifan IsetetS hworfan 

1730 " monnes mdd-gefone maeran cynnes, 
" selet5 him on 6t51e eor8an wynne, 
" t6 healdanne hle6-burh' wera, 
"ged6tS him swA gewealdene worolde dselas, 
" side rice, fat he his selfa ne mag 

1735 "for his un-snyttnim ende gef encean ; 

"wunaS he on wiste, n6 hine wiht dweletS, 
"ddl ne yldo, ne him inwit-sorh 
"on sefan sweorcet5, ne gesacu 6hwaBr, 
"ecg-hete e6wet$, ac him eal worold 

1740 "wendetJ on willan; he fat wyrse ne con, 
" 6tS fat him on innan ofer-h3'gda dael 
"weaxetS arid wridaC, fonne se weard swefetJ, 
"sAwele hyrde: bits se slaep td fast, 
"bisgum gebunden, bona swlSe nedh, 

1745 " se fe of flAn-bogan fyrenum sce6tet5. 
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XXVI. 

The Discourse is Ended. — Be6wulf Prepares 
TO Leave. 

"pONNE bit5 on hretJre under helm drepen 
"biteran strale : him bebeorgan ne con 
"wom wundor-bebodum wergan gdstes ; 
"finceS him t6 Ijiiel, fat he td lange he61d, 

1750 "gytsatS grom-hydig, nallas on gylp seleS 
"fatte bedgas and he ]>§l fort5-gesceaft 
"forg3^tet5 and forgjoneS, pas pe him ser god sealde, 
"wuldres waldend, weorS-mynda dael. 
"Hit on ende-staf eft gelimpet5, 

1755 "fat se llc-homa laene gedre6set$, 
"faege gefealle« ; ffehtS 6«er t6, 
" se fe unmurnllce mMmas daelet^, 
"eorles 8er-gestre6n, egesan ne gymet5. 
"Bebeorh fe pone bealo-nltS, Be6wulf le6fa, 

1760 "secg se betsta, and pe pat s^lre geee6s, 
"6ce raedas; oferhyda ne gym, 
"maere cempa! Nu is pines magnes blsed 
"Ane hwlle; eft sdna bit5, 
"pat pec Ml o^^e ecg eafot$es getwsefetS, 

1765 "o««e fyres feng o«t5e fl6des wylm, 
"ot5t5e gripe m^ces otStJe g^res fliht, 
"otSt5e atol yldo, ot5t5e edgena bearhtm 
"forsitetS and forsworcetS semninga bit5. 
"pat pec, dryht-guma, de&6 ofersw^e^. 

1770 " SwA ic Hring-Dena bund missera 

" we61d under wolcnum, and big wlge beledc 
"manigum maBg?5a geond pysne middan-geard, 
" ascum and ecgum, pat ic me aenigne 
"under swegles begong gesacan ne tealde. • 
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1775 "Hwat! me fas on 6t51e edwenden cwom, 

*'g3'ni after gomene, seoSSan Grendel wearS, 
" eald-gewinna, in-genga mln : 
" ic f sere s6cne singales wag 
'*mM-ceare micle. pas sig metode fane, 
1780 "6cean drihtne, fas fe ie on aldre gebM, 
"fat ic on fone hafelan heoro-dre6rigne 
" ofer eald gewin edgum starige ! 
" Gd nu t6 setle, sj-mbel-wynne dre6h 

I ' ' wlg-geweor5ad : unc sceal worn fela 

I 1785 ''mdSma gemaenra, siSSan morgen bi6." 

I Gedt was glad-m6d, ge6ng s6na td, 

: setles ne6san, swd se snottra h6ht. 

I pd was eft swd ser ellen-r6fum, 

f flet-sittendum fagere gereorded 

1790 ni6wan stefne. Niht-helm geswearc 

j deorc ofer dr3iit-giimum. DuguS eal drds ; 

, wolde blonden-feax beddes ne6san, 

J gamela Scylding. Gedt ungemetes wel, 

5 r6fne rand-wigan restan Ij'ste : 

J 1795 s6na him sele-fegn slSes w6rgum, 

» feorran-cundum foi-S wlsade, 

5 se for andrysnum ealle beweotede 

} fegnes fearfe, 8W3'lce fy d6gore 

hedSo-liSende habban scoldon. 
1800 Reste hine fd rdm-heoi-t; reced hlifade 
gedp and gold-fdh, gast inne swaf, 
65 fat hrefn blaca heofones wynne 
bll5-heort bodode. pd com beorht sunne 
scacan ofer grundas; scat5an onetton, 
1805 waeron aSelingas eft t6 le6dum 
fftse t6 farenne, wolde feor fanon 
cuma collen-ferhS ce61es ne6san. 
H^ht fd se hearda Hrunting beran, 
sunu Ecgldfes, h^ht his sweord niman, 
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1810 le6fllc iren ; sagde him fas lednes fane, 

cwat5 he fone gdS-wine g6dne tealde, 

wlg-craffcigne, nales wordum 16g 

m^ces ecge: fat was Tn6dig secg. 

And f4 sl6-frome searwum gearwe 
1815 wigend waeron, eode weortJ Denum 

aSeling t6 3'ppan, faer se 65er was 

hale hilde-de6r, HrdtSg^r gr^tte. 



.XXVII. The Parting Words. 

Be6wulf matSelode, beam Ecgfe6wes: 
'' Nu we s£e-115end secgan wylla^ 

1820 ''feorran cumene, fat we fundiatS 
" HigelAc s6can. Waeron her tela 
"williim bewenede; fu fis wel dohtest. 
" Gif ic fonne on eor^an 6wihte mag 
" finre m6d-lufan m^ran tilian, 

1825 " gumena dr3'hten, fonne ic gyt dyde, 
" gilt5-geweorca ic be6 gearo s6na. 
" Gif ic fat gefricge ofer fl6da begang, 
" fat fee 3'mbe-sittend egesan fywat5, 
"swA fee lietende hwilum d3'don, 

1830 " ic fe fftsenda fegna bringe, 

" haletSa td helpe. Ic on Higeldce wdt, 
"Gedta dnhten, fedh fe he geong sy, 
" folces hyrde, fat he mec fremman wile 
"wordum and worcum, fat ic fe wel hedge, 

1835 " and fe id ge6ce g^r-holt here 

"magenes fultum, faer fe bi5 manna fearf; 
"gif him fonne Hr^Srlc t6 hofam Gedta 
"gefingetS, fe6dnes bearn, he mag faer fela 
"fre6nda findan : feor cy^tSe be6S 

1840 " s^ban ges6hte fam fe him selfa dedh.'' 
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HrdtSgAr maSelode him on andsware: 
''pe fA word-cw3'das wittig drihten 
" on sefan sende ! ne hyrde ic snotorlloor 
"on swA geongum feore giiman fingian: 

1845 " pu eart magenes Strang and on m6de fr6d, 
" wis word-cwida. W6n ic talige, 
" gif pat gegangetJ, pat pe gAr njmetS, 
"liild heom-grimme Hr6t51es eaferan, 
"Ml o6^e Iren ealdor plnne, 

1850 "folces h3Tde, and pu pin feorh hafast, 
"pat pe Sse-Gedtas s61ran nabben 
" t6 gece6senne cyning senigne, 
" hord-weard halet5a, gif pu healdan wylt 
" maga rice. Me pin m6d-sefa 

1855 "llcat5 leng sw4 wel, le6fa Be6wulf: 

"hafast pu gefftred, pat pAm folcum sceal, 
"Gedta le6dum and G^r-Denum 
" sib gemaenum and sacu restan, 
" inwit-nlSas, pe hie aer drugon ;* 

1860 "wesan, penden ic wealde wldan lices, 
" m^t5mas gemsene, manig 6t5erne 
"g6dum gegr^tan ofer ganotes batS ; 
" sceal hring-naca ofer hed^u bringan 
"l^c and luf-tdcen. Ic p^ le6de wAt 

1865 "ge wit5 fe6nd ge wi« fre6nd faste geworhte, 
" seghwas untaele ealde wlsan." 
\)§L git him eorla hle6 inne gesealde, 
mago Healfdenes mdtSmas twelfe, 
h6t hine mid paem lAcum le6de swsese 

1870 s6cean on gesyntum^ sntide eft cuman. 
Gecj'ste pA cyning at5elum g6d, 
pe6den Scildinga pegen betstan 
and be healse genam ; hruron him te&ras, 
blonden-feaxum : him wSs bega w6n, 

1875 ealdum infr6dum, 6tJres swltSor, 
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fat hi seot$t$an gese6n m6ston 
m^dige on metSle. Was hiin se man t6 fon le6f, 
pat he fone bre6st-w3'lm forberan ne mehte, 
ac him on hre^re h3'ge-bendum fast 

1880 after de6rum men dyrne langatS 

beorn wiS bl6de. Him Be6wulf fanan, 
gtltJ-rinc gold-wlanc gras-moldan trad, 
since hr6mig: sae-genga bM 
^end-fredn, se fe on ancre rM. 

1885 p§L wiis on gange gifu Hr6"Sg4res 
oft geaehted: pat was ^n cyning 
aBghwas orleahtre, 6t5 pat hine yldo benam 
magenes wynnum, • se pe oft manegum sc6d. 



XXVIII. 

Beowulf Returns to Geatland. — The Queens 
Hygd and Thrytho. 

CwoM pa t6 fl6de fela-m6digra 
1890 hag-stealdra hedp; hring-net baeron, 

locene leoSo-sjTcan. Land-weard onfand 

eft-slt5 eorla, sw^ he aer dj^de ; 

n6 he mid hearme of hlit5es nosan 

gas^as gr^tte, ac him t6gednes r^d ; 
1895 cwat5 pat wilcuman Wedera le6dum 

scawan sclr-hame t6 scipe f6ron. 

pa wiis on sande sae-gedp naca 

hladen here-waedum, hringed-stefna 

mearum and m^tSmum: mast hlifade 
1900 ofer HrdtJgdres hord-gestre6num. 

He ])am bdt-wearde bunden golde 

swurd gesealde, pat he syt$t5an was 

on meodu-bence mAtJme p^ weorSra, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



60 BEOWULF. [1^04-1938. 

jTfe-ldfe, GewAt him on ^5-nacan, 
1905 dr^fan de6p water, Dena land ofgeaf. 

p§L was be maste mere hragla sum, 

segl sAle fast. Sund-wudu funede, 

n6 fser w6g-flotan wind ofer yiSum. 

slSes getwaefde ; sae-genga f6r, 
1910 fleat ftoig-heals forS ofer ySe, 

bunden-stefna ofer brim-stredmas, 

fat hie Gedta clifu ongitan meahton, 

cAt5e nassas. Ce61 up gefrang, 

lyft-geswenced on lande st6d. 
1915 Hra^e was at holme hyS-weard gearo, 

se fe ser lange tld, le6fra manna 

fAs, at faroSe feor wldtode ; 

saelde t6 sande sld-fa5me scip 

oncer bendum fast, ]^f liis h3'm ySa ]>Tym. 
1920 wudu W3'nsuman forwrecan meahte. 
. H6t pA up beran at5elinga gestre6n, 

friitwe and fat-gold ; nas him feor f anon 

t6 ges^canne since s brjttan : 

HigelAc Hr661ing faer iit h^m wuna5, 
1925 selfa mid gesiSum sae-wealle nedh ; 

bold was betlic, brego-r6f C3'ning, 

hed 071 healle, H3'gd swlSe geong, 

wis, wel-fungen, pedh fe wintra lyt 

under bnrh-locan gebiden habbe 
1930 HareSes d6htor: nas hi6 hndh swi\ fedh, 

ne id gnedS gifa Gedta le6dum, 

mASm-gestre6na. M6d prj'tSo wag, 

fremu folces cw6n, firen ondr3'sne : 

nsenig fat dorste de6r gen^6an 
1935 swaesra gesiSa, nefne sin-fred, 

fat hire an dages edgum starede ; 

ac him wal-bende weotode tealde, 

hand-gewriSene : hraSe seot5San was 
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after mund-gripe m^ce gepinged, 
1940 pat hit scea^en-msel sc^Tan m^ste, 

cwealm-bealu cySan, Ne bi6 8W3'lc cw^nltc fedw 

idese t6 efnanne, }>edh fe hi6 senllcu s^, 

patte freotSu-webbe feores onsace 

after llge-torne le6fae mannan. 
1945 Hdlru pat onh6hsnode Heminges maeg; 

ealo drincende 6t5er saBdan, 

pat hi6 le6d-bealevva las gefremede, 

inwit-nlSa, sy5t5an aerest wearS 

gyfen gold-hroden geongum cempan, 
1950 at5elum di6re, sytSt5an hi6 OfTan flet 

ofer fealone fl6d be fader Mre 

slt5e ges6hte, pser hi6 sjtSt^an wel 

in gum-stdle, g6de msere, 

llf-gesceafta lifigende bredc, 
1955 hi61d bedh-lufan wiS halet$a brego, 

ealles mon-cynnes mine gefraege 

pone s61estan bl saem twe6num 

eormen-cynnes ; forpam Offa vr'as 

geofum and gtit5um gdr-e^ne man, 
1960 wide geweorSod ; wisd6me he61d 

^Sel slnne, ponon E6mser w6c 

haleftum t6 helpe, Heminges maeg, 

nefa G^rmundes, nl^a craffcig. 



XXIX. His Arrival. Hygelac^s Reception. 

Gewat him pA se hearda mid his hond-scole 
1965 sylf after sande sae-wong tredan, 
wide warot5as. Woruld-candel sedn, 
sigel stiSan fds : hi sltS drugon, 
elne geeodon, t6 pas pe eoria hle6, 
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bonan Ongen]7e6wes burgum on innan, 
1970 geongne giiS-cjning g6dne gefrunon 

hrlDgas ddelan. HigeUce was 

sl^ Be6wulfes Budde gecySed, 

pat fser on worSig wlgendra hle6, 

lind-gestealla lifigende cwom, 
1975 heatSo-ldces hAl t6 hofe gongan. 

HratJe was ger^med, swA se rica bebedd, 

ffetJe-gestum flet innan-weard. 

Gesat pA wits sylfne, se pA sacce genSs, 

maeg wit5 inaege, syt5San inan-dryhten 
1980 purh hle6t5or-cwyde holdne gegr^tte 

meaglum wordum. Meodu-scencum 

hwearf geond pat reced HaretSes d6htor: 

lufode pA le6de, 116-waege bar 

haelum t6 banda. Higel^c ongan 
1985 slnne geseldan in sele pam hedn 

fagre fricgean, byne fyrwet brae, 

hwylce Sse-Gedta slt5as wseron: 

"HA lomp e6w on IMe, le6fa Bi6wulf, 

"pA pu faeringa feorr gehogodest, 
1990 "sacce s6cean ofer sealt water, 

"hilde td Hiorote? Ac pu Hr6t5gAre 

" wld-ctiSne wedn wihte geb^ttest, 

" maerum pe6dne? Ic pas m6d-ceare 

" sorh-wylmum sedt5, slSe ne trftwode 
1995 "le6fes mannes ; ic pe lange bad, 

"pat pu pone wal-gaest wihte ne gr^tte, 

"16te SfitS-Dene sylfc geweorban 

"gtlSe wi6 Grendel. Gode ic pane secge, 

"pas pe ic pe gesundne gese6n m6ste." 
2000 Bi6wulf matielode, beam Ecgpi6wes : 

" pat is undjTne, drj'bten HigelAc, 

" moere gem^ting monegum fira, 

" hwylc orleg-hwH uncer Grendles 
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'*weai^ on pam wange, J^aer he woraa fela 
2005 '* Sige-Scildingum sorge gefremede, 

"yrmt5e td aldre; ic pat eal gewrfic, 

"swA ne gjlpan pearf Grendeles maga 

^^cenig ofer eorSan uht-hlem fone, 

*' se fe lengest leofatJ lASan cjTiiies, 
2010 "fenwe bifongen. Ic faer furSum cwom, 

*'t6 fam hring-sele Hr6t5gAr gr^tan: 

'^ s6na me se msera mago Healfdenes, 

"syt5tSan he in6d-sefan mtnne ciitSe, 

"wilS his S3-lfe8 sunn setl getaehte. 
2015 "Weorod was on wynne; ne seah ic wldan feorh 

" under heofenes hwealf heal-sittendra 

''medu-dredm mAran. Hwllum maeru cw6n. 

" fri«u-sibb folca flet eall geond-hwearf, 

"baedde b3Te geonge; oft hi6 bedh-wriSan 
2020 " secge sealde, ser hi6 td setle ge6ng. 

"Hwllum for dugu^e d6htor Hr6t5g&res 

"eorlum on ende ealu-waege bar, 

"fA ic Fredware flet-sittende 

'' nemnan hyrde, paer hi6 nagled sine 
2025 "haletSum sealde 8i6 gehdten wdSj 

"geong gold-hroden, gladum suna Fr6dan; 

"hafatS fas geworden wine Scyldinga 

"rices hjTde and pat raed talatS, 

"pat he mid ]>f wife wal-fashtJa dael, 
2030 "sacca gesette. Oft nd seldan hwaer 

"after le6d-hryre lytle hwile 

"bon-gAr bftgeS, pedh se6 biyd dugel 
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XXX. Be6wulf's Stoey of the Slayings. 

' Mag fas f onne offyncan f e6den Hea^obeardna 
' and fegna gehwam f Ara le6da, 

2035 " f onue he mid f^emnan on flett gaB^, 
' dryht-bearn Dena dugutSa biwenede : 
' on him gladiaS gomelra Idfe 
' heard and hring-mael, . HeaSobeardna gestre6n, 
' fenden hie f ftm waepnum wealdan m6st6n, 

2040 "65 fat hie forlaeddan td fam lind-plegan 
' swaese gesiSas ond hyra sylfra feorh. 
' ponne cwiS at be6re, se fe bedh gesyh^, 
' eald asc-w!ga, se f e eall gem an 
'gAr-cwealm gumena (him bi6 grim sefa), 

2045 " onginneS ge6mor-m6d geongwe cempan 
'furh hreSra gohygd higes cunuiau, 
'wlg-bealu weccean and fat word ^cwyt5: 
' ' Meaht fu, mln wine, m^ce gecndwan, 
' ' f one fin fader t6 gefeohte bar 

2050 ' ' ' under here-griman hindeman slt5e, 
• dyre Iren, faer liyne Dene sl6gon, 
' we61don wal-st6we (sy^t5an wi6er-g3'ld lag 
'after haleSa hryre) hwate Sc^idungas? 
•• Nu her f Ara banena byre n^t-hwjlces, 

2055 "'fratwum hr^mig on flet gaetS, 

' ' morSres gylpeS and fone mdS^um byre'5, 
' ' fone f e f u mid rihte raedan sceoldest ! ' " 
'Manat5 sw^ and myndgaS ma^la gehwylce 
' s^rum wordum, 65 T^at seel C3'me'5, 

2060 "fat se faemnan fegn fore fader daedum 
' after billes bite bl6d-fag swefe«, 
' ealdres seyldig ; him se 65er f onan 
' losaS Zifigende, con him land geare. 
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''ponne bi68 brocene on b^ healfe 

2065 '' dS-sweord eoiia ; stA^San Ingelde 
''wealla?5 wal-ni8as and him wif-lufan 
" after cear-walmum c61ran weor6at5. 
"p^ ic.Hcat5obeardna h3ido ne telge, 
" dryht-sibbe dsel Denum unfascne, 

2070 " fre6nd-scipe fastne. Ic sceal forS sprecan 
" gen yuibe Grendel, fat pa geare cunne^ 
"sinces brytta, td hwan sySSan wearS 
"hond-rses haleSa. SyStJan beofones gim 
"glM ofer grundas, gast yrre cwom, 

2075 ''eatol oefen-gr6m, User ne6san, 
" f aer we gesunde sal weardodon ; 
"faer was Hondsci6 bild onsaege, 
" feorh-beala faegum, he fyrmest lag, 
"gyrded cempa ; him Grendel wearS, 

2080 ''maerum magu-pegne t6 mA6-bonan, 
''le6fes mannes lie eall fovswealg. 
"N6 py aer fit p^ gen Idel-hende 
*'bona bl6dig-t6S bealewa gem3'ndig, 
" of pam gold-sele gongan wolde, 

2085 "ac he magnes r6f mln costode, 
" gr^pode gearo-folm. G16f hangode 
" std and sj'Utc searo-bendum fast, 
" si6 was orponcum eall gegyrwed 
" de6fles craftum and dracan fellum : 

2090 "he mec paer on innan unsynnigne, ^ 

"di6r daed-fruma, ged6n wolde, 
'' manigra sumne : hyt ne mihte swA, 
" sytStSan ic on 3Tre upp-riht dst6d. 
"T6 lang 3'S id reccenne, hfi ic pam Ie6d-scea6an 

2095 "3'fla gehwylces ond-ledn forgeald ; 
" paer ic, pe6den mln, pine le6de 
" weorSode weorcum. He on weg losade, 
"lytle hwlle llf-wynna bredc; 
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2100 



2105 



2110 



2115 



2120 



2125 



2130 



' hwatSre him si6 swlSre swat5e weardade 

hand on Hiorte and he hedn fonan, 
' m6des ge6mor mere-grund gefe611. 
' Me fone wal-raes wine Scildunga 
' fattan golde fela lednode, 
'manegum md^mum, s^iS^an mergen com 
' and we \6 83'mble geseten hafdon. 
' paer was gidd and gle6 ; gomela Scilding 
"• fela fricgende feorran rehte ; 
' hwllum hilde-de6r hearpan wynne, 
' gomen-wudu gr^tte ; hwllum gyd Awrac 
' s6^ and s^rllc ; hwllum sylUc spell 
'rehte after rihte rdm-heort cyning. 
'Hwllum eft ongan eldo gebunden, 
'gomel gtltS-wlga giogu^e cwlSan 
' hilde-strengo ; hretSer inne we611, 
' f onne he wintrum fr6d worn gemunde. 
' Swd we fffir inne andlangne dag 
' ni6de n^man, 66 fat niht becwom 
' dt5er t6 yldum. pA was efb hrat5e 
' gearo g}Tn-wrace Grendeles m6dor, 
' slt5ode sorh-fuU ; sunu dedt5 fornam, 
' wlg-hete Wedra. Wlf unh^Te 
' h3Te beam gewrac, beorn Acwealde 
' ellenllce ; f aer was Asc-here, 
' fr6dan fyrn-witan, feorh tit5genge ; 
' n6t5er hy hine ne m6ston, syCtSan mergen cwom? 
' dedtS-w^rigne Denia le6de 
' bronde forbarnan, ne on bael hladan 
' le6fne mannan : hi6 fat He atbar 
' fe6ndes faSmwm imder firgen-stredm. 
'pat was Hr66gdre hre6wa tornost 
'p^ra fe le6d-fruman lange begedte ; 
' ]>§L se })e6den mee fine lyfe 
'healsode hre6h-m6d, fat ic on holma gefring 
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"eorl-scipe efnde, ealdre gen^Sde, 
2135 "maeriSo fremede : he me m6de geh^t. 
" Ic fd pas walraes, fe is wide cAS, 
''grimne giyrelicne grund-h^rde fond. 
" paer unc hwlle was hand gcmaene ; 
" holm heolfre we6ll and ic hedfde becearf 
2140 "in fam grund-sele Grendeles mddor 
" edcnum ecgum, uns6fte ponan 
' ' feorh 65ferede ; nils ic faege pA gj't, 
" ac me eorla hle6 eft gesealde 
*'mA6ma menigeo, maga Healfdenes. 



XXXI. 

He gives Peesents to Hygelac. Hygelao 

Rewards Him. Hygelac's Death. 

Beowulf Reigns. 

2145 " SwA se pe6d-kyning pedwum Ij'fde ; 
" nealles ic pdm lednum forloren hiifde, 
" magnes m6de, ac he me widSmas geaf, 
"sunu Healfdenes, on stnne sylfes d6m ; 
"p4 ic pe, beorn-cyning, bringan wylle, 

2150 "6stum ge^wan. Gen is eall at pe 
"lissa gelong: ic lyt hafo 
'' hedfod-mdga, nefne HjgeMc pec ! " 
H^t pd in beran eafor, hedfod-segn, 
hea'So-stedpne liehu, hdre b3Tnan, 

2155 gdcS-sweord geatolic, gyd after write: 
"Me pis hilde-sceorp Hr66gdr sealde, 
" snotra fengel, sume worde h6t, 
"pat ic his oerest pe eft gesagde, 
" cwatS pat hyt hafde Hiorogdr cyning, 

2160 "le6d Scyldunga lange liwlle; 
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" nd ]>^ aer suna slnum syllan wolde, 

"hwatum lleorowearde, J^edh he him hold waere, 

'*bre6st-gevvaedu. Bide ealles well!" 

Hyrde ic ydt |^dm fratwum fe6wer mearas 
2165 lungi*e gellce lAst weardode, 

appel-fealuwe ; he him 6st getedh 

meara and inASma. Swd sceal mseg ddn, 

nealles in wit-net 65rum l)regdan, 

d3Tnum criifte ded6 r^nian 
2170 hond-gesteallan. Hygeldce was, 

nl5a heardiim, uefa swy6e hold 

and gehwiiSer 6Srum hr65ra gemyndig. 

Hj'rde ic fat he fone heals-bedh Hjgde gesealde, 

wriitllcne wundur-mdt5t5um, fone f e him Wealh)je6 geaf, 
2175 fe6dnes d6htor, fri6 wieg somod 

swancor and sadol-beorht ; hyre syt$tSan was 

after bedh-fege bre63t geweorSod. 

Swd bealdode beam Ecgfe6wes, 

guma g<it5um cA5, gddum daedum, 
2180 dredh after d6me, uealles druncne sl6g 

heorS-genedtas ; nas him hre6h sefa, 

ae he man-cjnnes maeste crafbe 

gin-fastan gife, fe him god sealde, 

heold hilde-de6r. Hedn was lange, 
2185 swd hyne Gedta beam g6dne ne tcaldon, 

ne hj'ne on medo-bence mieles wyrSne 

drihten wereda ged6n wolde ; 

swjiSe oft sdgdou, flit he sleac waere, 

at5eling unfrom : edwenden cwom 
2190 th--eddigum menn torna gehwylces. 

H6t fd eorla hle6 in gefetian, 

heat5o-r6f cyning, Hr651es Idfe, 

golde gegj'rede ; nas mid Gedtum f d 

sinc-md5t5um s61ra on sweordes hdd ; 
^^195 f^t he on Bi6wulfes bearm dlegde. 
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and hiin gesealcle seofan ptisendo, 

bold and brego-stdl. Him was bdm samod 

on fam le6d-scipe lond gecynde, 

eard 65el-riht, 6Srum swlSor 
2200 side rice, fam pser s^lra was. 

Efl fat geiode ufaran d6grum 

hilde-hlammum, s^'SSan Hjgeldc lag 

and Heardr^de hilde-m^ceas 

under bord-lire6t5an td bonan wurdon, 
2205 fd hyne ges61itan on sige-)5e6de 

hearde hilde-frecan, HeatSo-Scilfingas, 

nlSa genaegdan nefan Hererlces. 

SySSan Be6wulfe brdde rice 

on hand gehwearf : he gehe61d tela 
2210 flftig wintru (was fd frdd cyning, 

eald 65el-weard), 65 fat dn ongan 

deorcum nihtum draca ricsian, 

se fe on hedre hoeSe hord beweotode, 

stdn-beorh stedpne : stlg under lag, 
2215 eldum uncAS. paer on innan gi6ng 

ni^a ndt-hwylces neodu gefi&ng 

hae^num horde bond . d . . gef . . hwylc 

since fdhne, he fat sytJSan 

. . . f . . . 1« . f . . 1 . g 
2220 slaBpende be fj^re, fyrena hyrde 

fe6fes crafte, flit sie . . . . "SiotJ 

. idh . folc-beorn, f at he gebolgen was. 



XXXII. The Fire-Drake. The Hoard. 

Nealles mid geweoldum wyrm-horda . . . criift 
sdhte sylfes willum, se fe him sdre gesce6d, 
2225 ac for fred-nMlan fedzu ndt-hwylces 
haletJa bearna hete-swengeas fledh, 
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for ofer-pearfe and faer inne fealh 

secg sj'n-bj'sig. S6na in p^ tide 

fat f am gyste . . . . br . g . stdd, 

2230 hwaSre earm-sceapen 

. . tS . . . sceapen o . . . . i r . . e se fses begeat, 
sine-fat geseah: faer was swylcra fela 
in fam eorS-scrafe 8er-gestre6na, 
swA hy on gedr-dagum gumena ndt-hwylc 

2235 eormen-Idfe aSelan cjnnes 
fanc-liycgende faer gehydde, 
de6re mdSmas. Ealle hie dedt5 fornara 
aerran maelum, and se dn f^ gen 
le6da duguSe, se faer lengest hwearf, 

2240 weard wine-ge6mor wlscte fas jMan, 
fat he lytel lac long-gestre6na 
brftcan m6ste. Beorh eal gearo 
wunode on wonge water-;f^Sum nedh, 
niwe be nasse nearo-craftum fast : 

2245 faer on innan bar eorl-gestre6na 
hringa hyrde hard-fyrdne dael 
fattan goldes, fed worda cwatS : 
•'Heald fu nu hruse, nu halet5 ne mdston, 
"eorla aehte. Hwat! hit aer on fe 

2250 "gdde begeMon ; gtl5-de4S fornam, 
" feorh-bealo fr^cne fyra gehwj'lcne, 
" le6da mlnra, fdra fe fis Itf ofgeaf, 
"gesdwon sele-dredra. Ndh hwd sweord wege 
'' otStSe fetige fated waege, 

2255 "drj-nc-fat de6re : dugwS ellor sc6c. 
" Sceal se hearda helm /i?/rsted golde 
" f atum befeallen : feormiend swefa.5, 
"fd fe beado-grlraan by wan sceoldon, 
" ge swylce se6 here-pM, si6 at hilde gebM 

2260 "ofer borda gebrac bite Irena, 

" brosnaS after beorne. Ne mag byman hiing 
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'* after wig-fruman wide f^&ran 

" haleSum be healfe ; nas hearpan wyn, 

"gomen glc6-bedines, ne g6d hafoc 
2265 " geond sal swingeS, ne se swifta mearh 

"burh-stede bedteS. Bealo-ewealm hafa'8 

" fela feorh-cj'nna feorr onsended ! " 

SwA gidmor-mdd giohtSo maende, 

An after eallum unbllSe hwe6p, 
2270 dages and nihtes, 68 fat dedSes wylm 

hrdn at heortan. Hord-wynne fond 

eald uht-scea5a opene standan, 

se fe byrnende biorgas s6ce8 

nacod nl5-draca, nihtes ^e6ge^ 
2275 fyre befangen ; liyne fold-bdend 

totde gesdwon. He gewunian seeall 

hldw under hrusan, fser he haeSen gold 

waraS wintrum frdd; ne hy6 him wihte f6 s^l. 

Swd se ))e6d-scea8a fre6 hand wintra 
2280 he61d on hrusan hord-arna sum 

e^cen-craftig, . 65 fat hj'ne kn Abealh 

mon on m6de : man-dryhtne bar 

fated waege, frio8o-waere bM 

hlAford slnne. p4 was hord rdsod, 
2285 onborcn bedga hord, b^ne getlSad 

fed-sceaftum men. Fred scedwode 

fira fj'rn-geweorc forman sl5e. 

\}§L se wjTm onwdc, wr6ht wds geniwad ; 

stone fd after stdne, stearc-heort onfand 
2290 fe6ndes f6t-ldst ; he td forS gestdp, 

dyrnan crafte, dracan hedfde nedh. 

Swd mag unfsege edSe gedlgan 

wedn and wrac-slS, se fe waldendes 

hyldo gehealde8. Hord-weard s6hte 
2295 georne afber grunde, wolde guman findan, 

fone fe him on sweofote sdre gete6de: 
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hdt and hre6h-ni6d hlsew oft 3'mbe hwearf, 

ealne tltan-weardne ; ne paer aeiiig mon 

was on faere w^stenne. HwaSre hilde gefeli, 
2300 beado-weorces ; hwlliim on beorh iithwearf, 

sine-fat s6hte ; he fat s6na onfand, 

pat hafde gumena sum goldes gefandod 

hedh-gestre6na. Hord-weard onbM 

earfotSUce, 6t5 fat oefen cwom ; 
2305 was fd gebolgen beorges h3Tde, 

wolde se IMa llge forgyldan 

drine-fat dyre. pA was dag seeacen 

wjTme on willan, n6 on wealle leng 

btdan wolde, ac mid baele fdr, 
2310 fyre gefysed. Was se fruma egesllc 

le6dum on lande, swd hyt lungre wearS 

on h3Ta sinc-gifan sdre geendod. 

XXXIII. 
Beowulf Resolves to Kill the Fire-Drake.* 

pA se gast ongan gl^dum splwan, 

beorht hofu barnan ; bryne-le6ma stdd 
2315 eldum on andan ; nd faer dht cwices 

IdtS lyft-floga Isefan wolde. 

Was fas wyrmes wig wide ges^'ne, 

nearo-f^ges niS nedn and feorran, 

hti se gA8-scea^a Gedta le6de 
2320 hatode and hynde : hord eft gescedt, 

dryht-sele dyrnne aer dages hwlle. 

Hafde land-wara llge befangen, 

baele and bronde ; beorges getrAwode, 

wlges and wealles: him se6 w6n geledh. 
2325 pa was Bi6wulfe br6ga gecytSed 

snMe t6 sdSe, fat his sylfes him 
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bolda shiest bryne-wylmum mealt, 
gif-st61 Gedta. pat fam gOdan was 
hre6w on hretSre, h3'ge-sorga maest: 

2330 w6nde se wlsa, pat he wealdende, 
I ofer ealde riht, 6cean dryhtne 

I bitre gebulge : bre6st in nan we611 

I fe6strum gefoncuni, swd him gefywe ne was. 

i Hafde llg-draca le6da ^sten, 

2335 ed-lond Atan, eorS-weard fone 

glddura forgrunden. Him fiis gAtS-cj^ning, 
Wedera J?i6den, wrace leornode. 
H^ht him fd gewyrcean wtgendra hle6 
eall-lrenne, eorla dryhten 

2340 wlg-bord wriitllc; wisse he geai-we, 
fat him holt-wudu heljyan ne meahte, 
lind wis Uge. Sceolde laen-daga 
aSeling ser-gdd ende gebidan 
worulde llfes and se wjrm somod, 

2345 fedh fe hord-welan he61de lange. 
Oferhogode fd hringa fengel, 
fat he fone wtd-flogan weorode ges6hte, 
sldan herge ; n6 he him f d sacce ondr^d, 
ne him fas wyrmes wig for wiht dyde, 

2350 eafotS and ellen; forfon he aer fela 
nearo n^tSende nltSa gedigde, 
hilde-hlemma, sy^tSan he Hr6t5gdres, 
sigor-eddig secg, sele fselsode 
and at gAt5e forgrdp Grendeles mnegum, 

2355 latSan cynnes. N6 fat lasest was 

hond-gemota, faer mon Hygeldc sl6h, 
syStSan Gedta cyning gASe raesum, 
. f red-wine folces Freslondum on, 
Hr^Sles eafora hioro-dryncum swealt, 

2360 bille gebedten; fonan Bi6wulf com 
sylfes crafte, sund-nytte dredh ; 
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t hafde him on earme . . . XXX 

hilde-geatwa, pd he 16 holme sttg. 

Ncalles Hetware hrfirage ];orfton 
2365 f6Se-wlges, )7e him foran ongedn 

linde baeron : lyt eft becwom 

fram fam hild-frecan hdmes ni6san. 

Oferswam fd si61et5a bigong suna 'Ecgpedwea^ 

earm dn-haga eft td le6dum, 
2370 faer him Hygd gebedd hord and rice, 

bedgas and brego-st6l : bearne ne trAwode, 

fat he wi6 al-fyleum 6Sel-st61as 

healdan ctit5e, pd wiis HygelAc dedd. 

Nd fj" ®r fed-sceafte findan meahton 
2375 at fam aSelinge senige ] inga, 

fat he Heardr^de hldford waere, 

oS?5e f one C3'ne-d6m ci6san woldc ; 

hwaSre he him on folce fre6nd-ldrum he61d, 

6stum mid dre, 65 fat he yldra wearS, 
2380 Weder-Gedtum weold. Hj'ne wrac-macgas 

ofcr sae s6htan, suna 6hteres : 

hafdon hy forhealden helm Scjlfinga, 

fone s^lestan sae-cyninga, 

fdra fe in Swi6-rice sine brytnade, 
2385 maerne fe6den. Him fat t6 raearce wearS; 

he faer on feorme feorh-wunde hledt 

sweordes swengum, sunu Hj'geldces ; 

and him eft gewdt Ongenfi6wes beam 

hdmes ni6san, sy^tSan HeardrM lag; 
2390 l^t fone brego-st61 Bi6wulf healdan, 

Gedtum wealdan: fat was g6d cyning. 
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XXXIV. 

Retbospeot of Beowulf. — Strife between 

SWEONAS AND GeATAS. 

Se Jjfis le6d-liryres ledn gemunde 
• uferan ddgrum, Eddgilse wear^ 

fed-sceaftum fe6nd. Folce gestepte 
2395 ofer soe side sunu Ohteres 

wlgum and waepnum : he gewrac sySSan 

cealdum cear-s!5um, cjning ealdre binedt. 

Swd he nl6a gehwane genesen hiifde, 

sltSra geslj'hta, sunu Ecgl)i6wes, 
2400 ellen-weorca, 68 fone dnne dag, 

fe he wis fam wyrme gewegan sceolde. 

Gewdt f d twelfa sum torne gebolgen 

dr3'hten Gedta dracan scedwian ; 

hafde fd gefrunen, hwanan si6 faehS drds, 
2405 bealo-nl5 biorna ; him 16 bearme cwom 

mdSSum-fiit moere furh fas meldan bond. 

Se was on fam predte freotteot5a secg, 

se fas orleges dr onstealde, 

haft hyge-gi6mor, sceolde hedn fonon 
2410 wong wtsian : he ofer willan gi6ng 

t6 fiis fe he eorS-sele dnne wisse, 

hlaew under hrusan holm-wyhne n6h, 

^-gewinne, se was innan full 

wriitta and wira : weard unhi6re, 
2415 gearo gA5-freca, gold-mdt5mas he6ld, 

eald under eorSan ; nils f at ytSe cedp, 

td gegangenne gumena aenigum. 

Gesilt ]jd on nasse ntS-heard cyning, 

fenden haelo dbedd heorS-genedtum 
2420 gold-wine Gedta: him was ge6mor sefa, 

wafre and wal-fifts, Wyrd ungemete nedh, 
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se fone gomelan gi-^tan sceolde, 

s^cean sdwle hord, sundur gedaelan 

lif wis lice : nd f on lange was 
2425 feorh aSelinges flsesce bewunden. 

Bi6wulf matJelade, beam Ecgfedwes : 

"Fela ic on giogotSe gtlC-rsesa genas, 

" orleg-hwtia : ic fat eall gemon. 

" Ic was sj'fan-wintre, fd mec sinca baldor, 
2430 " frcd-wine folca at mtnum fader genam, 

" he61d mec and hafde Hr6t5el cjning, 

" geaf me sine and sj-mbel, sibbe gemunde ; 

" nils ic him td life IdSra 6wihte 

" beorn in burgum, fonne his bearna hwylc, 
2435 " Herebeald and Haet5cyn, otJtJe HygelAc mln. 

*' Was fara yldestan unged^fellce 

" maeges daedum morSor-bed strM, 

" ayb^SLU hyne HseScyn of horn-bogan, 

"his fred-wine Mne geswencte, 
2440 " miste mercelses and his maeg ofsc6t, 

" brdSor dSerne, bl6digan gdre : 

'* fat was feoh-leds -^efeoht, fjTennm gesyngad, 

" hret5re h3'ge-m6Se ; sceolde hwatSre swA fedh 

" at5eling unwrecen ealdres linnan. 
2445 " Swd biS gedmorllc gomelum ceorle 

"t6 gebldanne, fat his byre ride 

"giong on galgan, fonne he gyd wrece, 

*' sdrigne sang, fonne his sunu hangatJ 

" hrefne t6 hrdSre and he him helpan ne mfig, 
2450 '* eald and in-frdd, aenige gefremman. 

" S3^mble bi6 gemyndgad morna gehwylce 

" eaforan ellor-slt5 ; 68res ne gfmelS 

"to gebldanne burgum on innan 

" 3Tfe-weardes, fonne se dn hafatJ 
2455 " furh dedSes nyd daeda gefondad. 

" GesyhS sorh-cearig on his suna httre 
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" win-sele w6stne, wind-gereste, 
" reote berofene ; rldend swefaS, 
" haletS in hotSman ; nis faer hearpan sw6g, 
2460 **gomen in geardum, swylce faer iti waeron. 



XXXV. 

Memories of Past Time. — The Feud with 

THE FiRE-DkAKE. 

''GEwiTEtS fonne on sealman, sorh-le65 gale5 
"An after dnum : fdhte him eall 16 rtim, 
" wongas and wtc-stede. Swd Wedra helm 
" after Herebealde heortan sorge 

2465 " weallende wiig, wihte ne meahte 

''on fam feorh-bonan faehtSe gebfitan : 

'' n6 ff aer ho fone hea^o-rinc hatian ne meahte 

" MSum daedum, fedh him le6f ne was. 

"He fd mid faere sorge, fe him si6 sAr belamp, 

2470 "gum-dredm ofgeaf, godes le6ht geceds ; 
" eaferum laefde, swd d6t5 eddig mon, 
" lond and le6d-b}Tig, ]>h he of life gew^t. 
" pd was synn and sacii Sweona and Gedta. 
" ofer wld water wr61it gemaene, 

2475 " here-nl5 hearda, sySSan Hr^Sel swealt, 
" otS3e him Ongenfe6wes eaferan waeran 
" frome fyrd-hwate, fre6de ne woldon 
"ofer heafo healdan, ac 3'mb Hreosna-beorh 
"eatohie inwit-scear oft gefremedon. 

2480 " pat maeg-wine mine gewraecan, 

" faehtSe and fj'rene, sw4 h^t gefraege w&s, 
" fedh fe 6Ser hit ealdre gebohte, 
" heardan cedpe: HaeSc3'nne wearS, 
" Gredta drj^htne, gd^ onsaege. 
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2485 " pA ic on morgne gefragu mseg 6tSerne 
' ^ billes ecgum on bonan staelan, 
*'faBr Ongen)7e6w Eofores ni6sade: 
"gdS-helm tdgldd, gomela Scylling 
" breds /ieoro-bldc; bond gemimde 

2490 " faebSo gendge, feorb-sweng ne oftedh. 
" Ic bim f d mdSmas, fe be me sealde, 
" geald at gtlSe, swd me gifeSe was, 
" le6btan sweorde : be me lond forgeaf, 
'' eard 66el-w3'n. Nas bim aenig pearf, 

2495 '' fat be t6 GifSum o6Se t6 Gdr-Denum 
" oSSe in Swi6-i1ce s6cean jnirfe 
*'w}Tsan wlg-frecan, weorSe geeypan; 
" symle ic bim on ffeSan beforan wolde, 
" diia on orde, and swd 16 aldre sceall 

2500 '' siicce fremman, fenden pis sweord polatJ, 
" piit mec aer and sl6 oft gelaeste, 
'' sy65an ic for dugetSum Diigbrefue wearS 
" t6 band-bonan, Huga cempan : 
"nalles be fd fratwe Fres-cyninge, 

2505 '' bre6st-weor5unge bringan mdste, 

" ac in campe gecrong cumbles bjTde, 
" atSeUng on elne. Ne wiis ecg bona, 
" ac bim bilde-grdp beortan wylmas, 
"bdn-bfts gebrac. Nu sceall billes ecg, 

2510 "bond and beard sweord ymb bord wl^an.** 
Be6wulf matSelode, be6t-wordum sprac 
ni^bstan siSe : "Ic geniStSde fela 
" g<\t5a on geogot^e; gyt ic wjUe, 
" fr6d folces weard, faebtSe s6can, 

2515 "raaerSum fremman, gif mec se mdn-sceat$a 
" of eoi'S-sele tit ges(3ce5 ! " 
Gegrdtte pd gumena gebwylcne, 
bwate belm-berend bindeman sl5e, 
swBBse geslSas: " Nolde ic sweord beran, 
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2520 " waepen td wj-rme, gif ic wiste hd 
" wit5 fam aglaecean elles meahte 
"gylpe wiSgrtpan, sw4 ic gi6 wit5 Grendle dyde; 
" ac ic paer heaSu-fyres h^tes w6ne, 
" r66es and-h^ttres : forfon ic me on hafu 

2525 ' ' bord and byrnan. Nelle ic beorges weard 
" oferfle6n f6tes trem, fednd unJiyre, ■ 
' ' ac unc sceal weorSan at wealle , s wA unc Wyrd gete6t5 , 
"metod manna gehwas. Ic eora on m6de from, 
"fat ic wis fone g(15-flogan gylp ofersitte. 

2530 *'Gebtde ge on beorge byrnum werede, 
" secgas on searwum, hwaSer s61 msege 
" after wal-rsese wunde gedj'gan 
" uncer twega. Nis fat e6wer sitS, 
" ne gemet mannes, nefne mln ^nes, 

2535 "fat he wit5 aglaecean eofo^o dsele, 
"eorl-scype efne. Ic mid elne sceall 
"gold gegangan o6t5e gtiS nimet5, 
"feorh-bealu fr^cne, fredn e6werne ! " 
Ar^s f 4 bl ronde r6f oretta, 

2540 heard under helm, hioro-sercean bar 
under stdn-cleofu, strengo getrtlwode 
Anes mannes : ne bit5 swylc earges sl5. 
Geseah f^ be wealle, se fe worna fela, 
gum-cystum g6d, gdtSa gedigde, 

2545 hilde-hlemma, fonne hnitan ffeSan, 

(stdd on st4n-bogan) stredm tit fonan 
brecan of beorge ; was f aere burnan w§.lm 
heat$o-fyrum h^t: ne mealite horde ne&h 
unb3Tnende aenige hwlle 

2550 de6p gedygan for dracan 16ge. 

L6t f d of bre6stum, f ^ he gebolgen was, 
Weder-Gedta le6d word tt faran, 
stearc-heort styrmde; stefn in becom 
beatSo-torht hlynnan under hftrne stdn. 
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2555 Hete wa8 onhr^red, hord-weard oncni6w 

mannes reorde ; nas f aer mAra fyrst, 

fre6de td friclan. From aerest cwom 

orutJ aglaecean tit of st&ne, 

h4t hilde-swAt; hruse dynede. 
2560 Biorn under beorge bord-rand onsw&f 

wits fam gryre-gieste, Gedta dryhten: 

f d was hring-bogan heorte gefysed 

sacce td s^ceanne. Sweord aer gebrad 

gdd gAtS-cyning gomele l^fe, 
2565 ecgum ungledw, aeghwaSrum was 

bealo-hycgendra brdga fram 6tSram. 

Stt6-m6d gestdd wit5 stedpne rond 

winia bealdor, fd se wyrm gebedh 

snMe t6somne: he on searwum bM. 
2570 Gewdt fd byrnende gebogen scri^an t6, 

gescife scyndan. Scyld wel gebearg 

life and lice lassan hwlle 

maenim }?e6dne, fonne his myne s6hte, 

faer he fy fyrste forman d6gore 
2575 wealdan m6ste, sw4 him WjTd ne gescrAf 

hr6^ at hilde. Hond up Abrad 

Gedta dryhten, gr3Te-fahne sl6h 

incge Mfe, fat si6 ecg gewdc 

brAn on bdne, bdt unswlt5or, 
2580 fonne his fi6d-cyning fearfe hafde, 

bj'sigum gebaeded. p& was beorges weard 

after heatSu-swenge on hre6um mdde, 

wearp wal-fyre, wide sprungon 

hilde-le6man : hr^t5-sigora ne gealp 
2585 gold-wine Gedta, gA^-bill geswAc 

nacod at nitSe, swd h^-t nd sceolde, 

Iren aer-gOd. Ne was fat 6t5e si'S, 

fat se masra maga Ecgfe6wes 

grund-wong fone ofgyfan wolde; 
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2590 sceolde wyrmes willan wlc eardian 

elles hwergen, swA sceal seghwylc mon 

^Isetan Isen-dagas. Nas f A long td fon, 

fat fA aglsecean hy eft gem^tton. 

Hyrte hyne hord-weard, hretSer a&6me we611, 
2505 niwan stefne nearo frowode 

f^e befongen se fe aer folce we61d. 

Nealles him on hedpe hand-gesteallan, 

at5elinga beam ymbe gest6don 

hilde-cystum, ac hy on holt bugon, 
2600 ealdre burgan. Hiora in 4num we611 

sefa wits sorgum: sibb sefre ne m% 

wiht onwendan, fam fe wel fencetS. 



XXXVI. WiGLAF Helps Be6wulf in the Feud. 

WIglIp was h^ten Weoxstdnes sunu, 

le6fllc lind-wiga, le6d Scylfinga, 
2605 maeg Alfheres: geseah his nion-diyhten 

under here-griman h4t frowian. 

Gemunde ]>k fd dre, fe he him aer forgeaf 

wic-stede weligne Waegmundinga, 

folc-rihta gehwylc, sw4 his fader Ahte ; 
2610 ne mihte fA forhabban, bond rond gef(5ng, 

geolwe linde, gomel swyrd getedh, 

fat was mid eldum Ednmundes Idf, 

Sana Ohteres, fam at sacee wearS 

wracu wine-ledsum WeohstAnes bana 
2615 m^ces ecgum, and his mdgum Utbar 

brAn-fdgne helm, hringde byrnan, 

eald sweord eotonisc, fSt him Onela forgeaf, 

his gadelinges giitJ-gewsedu, 

f^Td-searo fClsllc: nd ymbe f4 fsehtJe sprac, 
2620 fe4h fe he his brdtSor bearn dbredwade. 
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He fratwe gehe61d fela missera, 
bill and byrnan, 6t5 fat his byre mihte 
eorl-seipe efuan, swA his ser-fader; 
geaf him pA mid GeAtum gtitS-gewaeda 

2625 aeghwas unrim ; fA he of ealdre gewAt, 

frdd on forS-weg. p4 was forma si5 ♦ 

geongan cempan, fat he gtlSe rses 

mid his fre6-dryhtne fremman sceolde; 

ne gemealt him se m6d-sefa, ne his mseges l&f 

2630 gewAc at wlge : fat se wyrm onfand, 
sySSan hie t6gadre geg^n hafdon. 
Wlgldf matSelode word-rihta fela, 
sagde geslSum, him was sefa gedmor: 
" Ic fat mael geman, faer we medu fSgun, 

2635 "fonne we geh^ton tlssum hl^forde 
"in bi6r-sele, fe Us f^s bedgas geaf, 
" fat we him f A gfttS-geatwa gyldan woldon, 
" gif him f3'sllcu fearf gelumpe, 
" helmas and heard sweord : f 6 he dsic on herge geceds 

2640 ''t6 fyssum sl5-fate sylfes willum, 

"onmunde dsic ma^rSa and me fAs m^t5mas geaf, 
"fe he fisic gdr-wlgend gdde tealde, 
" hwate helm-berend, fedh fe hlAford tia 
" fis ellen-weorc ^na dp6hte 

2645 " t6 gefremmanne, folces h3Tde, 

" forfam he manna maest maerSa gefremede, 
"dseda dolllcra. Nu is se dag cumen, 
"fat tire man-drj^hten magenes beh6fat5 
"gddra gAtJ-rinca : wutun gangan td, 

2650 "helpan hild-fruman, fenden h^'t s^, 
"glM-egesa grim! God wdt on mec, 
"fat me is micle le6fre, fat mlnne llc-haman 
"mid minne gold-gj-fan glM ia5mie. 
" Ne fyncet5 me gerysne, fat we rondas beren 

2655 "eft t6 earde, nemne we aeror maegen 
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" f^ne gefjllan, feorh ealgian 

"Wedra J?i6dnes. Ic w^t geare, 

"fat nseron eald-gewj'rht, fat he Ana scyle 

"Gedta dugut5e gnorn frowian, 
2660 *' geslga'Q at sacce : sceal trnm fat sweord and helm, 

"byrne and byrdu-sci-Ad Mm gemsene." 

Wdd fd furh fone wal-r6c, w!g-heafolan bar 

fredn on fultum, fed worda cw'a6 : 

" Le6fa Bi6wulf, Isest eall tela, 
2665 "swA fu on geogut5-feore ge^ra geewsede, 

"fat fu ne dlsete be fe lifigendum 

"d6m gedre6san: scealt nu dsedum rdf, 

" aSeling dn-hydig, ealle magene 

"feorh ealgian; ic fe fullaestu ! " 
2670 After fdm wordum wyrm yrre cwom, 

atol inwit-gast 66re stSe, 

fyr-wylmum fdh fi6nda ni6san, 

IdSra manna ; llg-y6ura forborn 

bord wis ronde : byrne ne meahte 
2675 geongum gdr-wigan ge6ce gefremman : 

ac se maga geonga under his maeges scyld 

elne geeode, fd his dgen was 

glMum forgrunden. p4 gen gdS-cyning 

moeiiSa gemunde, magen-strengo, 
2680 sl6h hilde-bille, fat hyt on heafolan stdd 

nlSe genyded: Nagling forbarst, 

geswdc at sacce sweord Bi6wulfes 

gomol and grseg-msel. Him fat gifet5e ne wSs, 

fat him irenna ecge mihton 
2685 helpan at hilde ; was si6 bond t6 strong, 

se fe m^ca gehwane mine gefroege 

swenge ofersdhte, fonne he t6 sacce bar 

waepen wundrum heard, nas him wihte f6 861. 

p4 was fe6d-sceaSa friddan slSe, 
2690 fr^cne f;^r-draca f8ehi5a gemyndig. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 BEOWULF. [2691-2721. 

raesde on ]7one r6fan, ]?& him rtm ftgeald, 
hAt and heaSo-grim, heals ealne 3'inbef(6ng 
biteran b4num; he gebl6degod wear5 
sAwul-dri6re ; sw4t y^um we611. 



XXXVII. Beowulf Wounded to Death. 

2695 pA ic at fearfe gefrdgn )7e6d-C3'ninges 
and-longne eorl ellen cySan, 
craft and c6ntSu, 8w4 him gecynde was; 
ne h6dde he fas heafolan, ac si6 hand gebarn 
mMiges mannes, faer he his mseges healp, 

2700 fat he pone nlS-gast niotJor hw^ne sldh, 
secg on searwum, fat fat sweord gededf 
fi^h and fated, fat fat fyr ongon 
swetJrian syt5tSan. pA gen sylf cyning 
gewe6ld his gewitte, wall-seaxe gebrad, 

2705 biter and beadu-scearp, fat he on bjTnan wag: 
forwrdt Wedra helm wj'rm on middan. 
Fe6nd gefyldan (ferh ellen wrac), 
and hi hyne f4 begen Abroten hafdon, 
sib-at5elingas : swylc sceolde secg wesan, 

2710 fegn at fearfe. pat fam fe6dne was 
sl^ast slge-hwlle sylfes daedum, 
worlde geweorces. pd si6 wund ongon, 
fe him se eor8-draca aer geworhte, 
sw^lan and swdlan. He fat s6na onfand, 

2715 fat him on bre6stum bealo-nl5 we611, 
dttor on innan. pA se a8eling gi6ng, 
fat he bl wealle, wls-h3'cgende, 
gesat on sesse ; seah on enta geweorc, 
hd ]7A stdn-bogan stapulum faste 

2720 6ce eoii5-reced innan he6ldon. 

Hyne f& mid handa heoro-dre6rigne 
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f e6den maerne f egn ungemete till, 

wine-dr3'hten his watere gelafede, 

hilde-sadne and his helm onspe6n. 
2725 Bi6wulf maiSelode, he ofer benne sprfic, 

wund^ wfil-ble^te (wisse he gearwe, 

pat he dag-hwila gedrogen hafde 

eorSan wynne ; p4 was eall sceacen 

ddgor-gerlmes, de^t$ ungemete ne^h) : 
2730 '' Nu ic suna mlnum S3^llan wolde 

" gtlS-gewaedu, fser me gifetJe swA 

" flenig yrfe-weard after warde, 

"lice gelenge. Ic fds le6de lie61d 

"ftftig wintra: nas se folc-c3'^ning 
2735 ''ymbe-sittendra aenig fAra, 

" fe mec gft6-winum gr^tan dorste, 

"egesan fe6n. Ic on earde bM 

" msel-gesceafta, he61d min tela, 

'' ne s6hte searo-nitSas, ne me swdr fela 
2740 ' ' ASa on unriht. Ic fas ealles mag, 

" feorh-bennum se6c, gefedn habban: 

"forfam me witan ne fearf waldend fira 

" mor8or-bealo mdga, fonne mln sceacetS 

" llf of lice. Nu fu lungre 
2745 "geong, hord scedwian under hdrne stAn, 

" Wlgl^f le6fa, nu se w^nn lige«, 

'* swefetS sAre wund, since beredfod. 

"Bi6 nu on dfoste, pat ic ser-welan, 

"gold-seht ongite, gearo scedwige 
2750 '* swegle searo-gimmas, fat ic f^ s^ft maege 

" after m^tStSum-welan mln dlaetan 

'•llf and le6d-scipe, fone ic longe he6ld." 
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XXXVIII. 

The Jewel-Hoard. The Passing of Beowulf. 

pA ic sntide gefriign sunu Wihstdnes 

after word-cwydam wnndum drjhtne 
2755 hyran hea5o-si6cum, hring-net beran, 

brogdne beadu-sercean under beorges hr6f. 

Geseah fA sige-hr66ig, fd he bl sesse ge6Dg, 

mago-fegn m6dig mdtJtJum-sigla fela, 

gold glitiniau grunde getenge, 
2760 wandur on wealle and fas wj'rmes denn, 

ealdes uht-flogan, orcas stondan, 

fyrn-manna fatu feormend-le^se, 

hyrstum behrorene : faer was helm monig, 

eald and 6mig, earm-bedga fela, 
2765 searwum gesajled. Sine edSe mag, 

gold on grunde, gumena cj'nnes 

gehwone ofer-higian, hyde se .f e wylle ! 

Sw3'lce he siomian geseah segn eall-gylden 

hedh ofer horde, hond-wundra maest, 
2770 gelocen leoSo-craftum : of fam le6ma st6d, 

fat he fone grund-wong ongitan meahte, 

wrate giond-wlitan. Nas fas wyrmes faer 
j onsy^n tenig, ac hyne ecg fornam. 

pd ic on hlaewe gefragn hord redfian, 
I 2775 eald enta geweorc dnne mannan, 

! him on bearm hladan bunan and discas 

I sylfes d6me, segn ede genom, 

' bedcna beorhtost ; bill aer-gesc6d 

(ecg was iren) eald-hlAfordes 
2780 fam fdra m^tSma mund-bora was 

longe hwile, llg-egesan wag 

h^tne for horde, hioro-weallende, 
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Tniddel-nihtum, dS fat he moi^re swealt. 
Ar was on 6foste eft-sl5es georn, 
2785 fratwum gefyrSred: Inne fyrwet briic, 
hwaSer collen-ferS cwicne gem^tte 
in fam wong-stede Wedra );e6den, 
ellen-si6cne, fser he hine ser forl6t. 
He fA mid fdm mASmum ma2rne fi6den, 
2790 dr^'hten slnne dri6rigne fand 

ealdres at ende : he hine eft ongon 
watere weorpan, 68 fat wordes ord 
bre6st-hord f iirhbrac. Bedwulf ma^elode^ 
gomel on giohSe (gold scedwode) : 
2795 "Ic fdra fratwa fredn ealles fane 
* waldiir-C3*ninge wordum secge, 

fe ic her on starie, 

mlnum le6dum 
swylc gestiynan. 
2800 *'Nu ic on niA,5ma hord mine bebohte 
frdde feorh-lege, fremmat5 ge nu 
le6da fearfe ; ne mag ic her leng wesan. 
Hdta^ heatJo-msere hlaew gewyreean, 
beorhtne after baele at brimes nosan; 
2805 " se seel t6 gemyndum minum le6dum 
' hedh hlifian on Hrones nasse, 
'fat hit sae llSend sy^tSan h4tan 
' Bi6wulfes biorh, f d fe brentingas 
feorran dilfaS." 
2810 Dyde liim of healse bring gjldenne 

fegne gesealde, 

gold-f^hnc hBlm, 
h^t hyne brAcan well: 
Asses cjnnes, 
2815 " Waegmundinga ; ealle W^Td forswe6f, 



'6cum dr^htne, 
' fas f e ic m6ste 
' aer swylt-dM-ge 



' ofer fl6da genipu 
Dyde him of healse 
fi6den frlst-hydig, 
geongam gAr-wigan, 
bedh and byrnan, 
"pu eart ende W 
" Waegmundinga ; 



" mine mdgas t6 metod-sceafte, 
•eorlas on elne: ic him after sceal." 
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pat was };am gomelan gingeste word 
bre6st-gehygdam, aer he bail cui*e, 
2820 Mte hea^o-wylmas : him of hretJre gewAt 
sAwol s6cean, s6S-£astra d6m. 



XXXIX. The Coward-Thanes. 

pA was gegongen guman unfrddum 
earfoSllce, pat he on eor8an geseah 
fone le6festan llfes at ende 

2825 bledte gebaeran. Bona swylce lag, 
egesUc eor^-draca, ealdre beredfod, 
bealwe gebaeded: bedh-hordura leng 
W3'rni woh-bogen wealdan ne m6ste, 
ac him Irenna ecga forndmon, 

2880 hearde heaSo-scearpe homera Idfe, 
fat se wld-floga wundum stille 
hreds on hrusan hord-arne nedh, 
nalles after lyfte Idcende hwearf 
middel-nihtum, mdt5m-8ehta wlonc 

2835 ansy^n ywde : ac he eorSan gefe611 
for fas hild-fruman hond-geweorce. 
Htiru fat on lande lyt manna fdh 
magen-dgendra mine gefrajge, 
fedh fe he daeda gehwas dyrstig wsere, 

2840 fat he wit5 dttor-sceat5an oretJe gersesde, 
ot55e hring-sele hondum st^Tede, 
gif he Waccende weard onfunde 
bfian on be6rge. Bi6wulfe wear® 
dryht-mdl5ma dael dedtSe forgolden; 

2845 hafde seghwaSer ende gefi&red 

la^nan lifes. Nas fd lang t6 fon, 
fat fd hild-latan holt ofgSfan, 
tydre tre6w-logan tyne atsomne, 
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fA ne dorston aer dareSum Mean 

2850 on h}Ta man-drjiitnes miclan fearfe; 
ac hy scamiende scyldas baeran, 
gtlS-gewaedu, foer se gomela lag: 
wlitan on Wlgl^f. He gew^rgad sat, 
f(65e-cenipa fredn eaxlum nedh, 

2855 wehte hyne watre ; him wiht ne spe6w ; 

ne meahte he on eorSan, pedh he (lt5e wel, 
on fam friim-g^re feorh gehealdan, 
ne pas wealdendes willan wiht oncirran ; 
wolde d6m godes daedum rsedan 

2860 gumena gehwj'lcum, swA he nu gen d66, 
pd was at pam geongum grim andswaru 
65-beg6te pdm pe aer his.elne forleds. 
Wlgldf mat5elode, Weohstdnes sunu, 
seeg sdrig-ferS seah on unle6fe : 

2865 " pat Id mag seegan, se pe w^ie s6t5 spreean, 
" pat se mon-dryhten, se e6w pd mdSmas geaf, 
" e6re(l-geatwe, pe ge paer on standatS, 
"ponne he on ealu-benee oft gesealde 
" heal-sittendum helm and byrnan, 

2870 "pe6den his pegnum, swylce he prj-tSUcost 
"6hwaer feor o6t5e nedh findan meahte, 
"pat he genunga gtiS-gewaedu 
"wrdSe forwarpe. pd hyne wig beget, 
"nealles folc-cjning fyrd-gesteallam 

2875 "gylpan poifte ; hwat5re him god tiSe, 

" sigora waldend, pat he hyne sylfne gewrS-c 
" dna mid ecge, pd him was elnes pearf, 
"Ic him llf-wraSe lytle meahte 
" atgifan at g6t5e and ongan swd pedh 

2880 "ofer m!n gemet maeges helpan : 

" symle was p5' saemra, ponne ic sweorde drep 

" ferht5-geniSlan, fyr unswlSor 

" we611 of gewitte. Wergendra t6 lyt 
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" f rong ymbe fe6den, f^ hyne si6 prag becwom. 
2885 "Nu sceal sinc-fego and swyrd-gifu 

" call 65el-wyn e6wram cynne, 

"lufen Alicgean: lond-rihtes mdt 

' ' fsere maeg-biirge monna seghwylc 

"Idel hweorfan, syS^an iiSelingas 
2890 " feorran gefricgean fledm e6werne, 

"d6m-ledsan daed. Dedt5 biS s^lla 

" eorla gehwj^lcum fonne edwit-llf!" 



XL. The Soldier's Dirge and Prophecy. 

Heht f ^ fat hea^o-w.eorc t6 hagan bi6dan 

up ofer 6g-clif, foer pat eorl-weorod 
2895 morgen-longne diig in6d-gi6mor sat, 

bord-hiibbende, bega on w^num 

ende-d6gores and eft-cymes 

le6fes monnes. Ljt swigode 

niwra spella, se fe nas gerM, 
2900 ac he s6t511ce sagde ofer ealle ; 

" Nu is wil-geofa Wedra le6da, 

"dryhten Gedta ded6-bedde fast, 

"wuna^ wal-reste wyrmes dsedum; 

"him on efn ligeS ealdor-gewinna, 
2905 " siex-bennnm se6c: sweorde ne meahte 

' ' on pam aglaecean aenige pinga 

" wunde gewyrcean. Wlgldf site^ 

''ofer Bi6wulfe, byre Wihstdnes, 

" eorl ofer dSrum unlifigendum, 
2910 "healdeS hige-m^cSum hedfod-wearde, 

"le6fes and IdSes. Nu 3's le6dum w6n 

" orleg-hwile, sj'StSan underne 

"Froncum and Frysum fyll cyninges 

"wide weor6et5. Was si6 wr6ht scepen 
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'heard witS Hugas, sy^tSan HigelAc cwom 

' faran flot-herge on Fresna land, 

'peer hyne Hetware hilde gehnsegdon, 

' elne geeodon mid ofer-magene, 

' fat se byrn-wlga btlgan sceolde, 

' fe611 on f6tSan : nalles fratwe geaf 

'ealdor dugoSe; iis was k syt5t5an 

' Merewioinga milts ung3'fet5e. 

' Ne ic td Swe6-f e6de sibbe o^tSe tre6we 

' wihte ne w^ne ; ac was wide cAtS, 

'fatte OngenJ>i6 ealdre besnySede 

'HaetJcyn Hr^Sling wit5 Hrefna-wudu, 

'fd for on-m6dlan serest ges6hton 

'Gedta le6de GAtS-scilfingas. 

' S6na him se fr6da fader 6hthere8, 

' eald and eges-full ond-slyht %eaf, 

' Abre6t brim-wlsan, bryd 4he6rde, 

'gomela i6-meowlan golde berofene, 

' Onelan m6dor and 6htheres, 

' and pA folgode feorh-geniSlan 

' 6S fat hi 6t5eodon earfo^llce 

' in Hrefnes-holt hldford-ledse. 

' Besat f 4 sin-herge . sweorda 14fe 

' wundam w6rge, wedn oft geh^t 

' earmre teohhe andlonge niht : 

' cwa6 he on mergenne m^ees ecgum 

'getan wolde, same on galg-tre6wum 

^fuglum t6 gamene. Fr6for eft gelamp 

' sArig-mddum somod aer-dage, 

' sy8t$an hie Hygeldces horn and b^'^man 

'gealdor ongeAton. pA se gdda com 

'le6da dugotJe on Idst faran. 
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XLI. He Tells of the Swedes and the Geatas. 

"Was si6 sw&t-swat5u Sweona and Gedta, 

" wSl-raes wera wide ges^ne, 

"htl fA folc mid him faehtJe t6wehton. 
2950 " GewAt him f A se g6da mid his gadelingum, 

" fr6d fela gedmor fasten s^cean, 

" eorl Ongenfi6 ufor oncirde ; 

"hafde HigelAces hilde gefrunen, 

"wlonces wlg-crafb, wiSres ne trftwode, 
2955 "pat he sae-mannum onsacan mihte, 

" hedtJo-liSendum hord forstandan, 

"bearn and bi-^de; bedh eft fonan 

" eald under eorS-weall. pA was aeht boden 

" Sweona le6dum, segn HigelAce. 
2960 "Freo^o-wong pone fortS ofereodon, 

" sy5tSan Hr^Slingas t6 hagan prangon. 

" paer wearS Ongenpi6 ecgum sweorda, 

" blonden-fexa on bid wrecen, 

"pat se pe6d-cyning pafian sceolde 
2965 "Eofores Anne d6m : hyne 3'rringa 

" Wulf WonrMing wsapne gersehte, 

"pat him for swenge ^ swAt aedrum sprong 

" forS under fexe. Nas he forht swA p6h, 

"gomela Scilfing, ac forgeald hratSe 
2970 "wyrsan wrixle wal-hlem pone, 

"sjiStSan pe6d-C3'ning pyder oncirde: 

" ne meahte se snella sunu WonrMes 

" ealdum ceorle ond-slyht giofan, 

" ac he him on hedfde helm aer gescer, . 
2975 "pat he bl6de fAh btigan sceolde, 

"fe611 on foldan; nas he fsege pA git, 

" ac he hyne gewyrpte, pe^h pe him wiind hrino. 

" Ldt se hearda Higel&oes pegn 
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"brAdne m6ce, f& his brdSor lag, 
2980 '' eald sweord eotonisc, entiscne helm, 

"brecan ofer bord-weal: pA gebedh cyning, 

" folces h}Tde, was in feorh dropen. 

"p4 waeron monige, fe his maeg writSon, 

" ricone Araerdon, J>d him ger^med weaiiS, 
2985 "fat hie wal-stdwe wealdan m6ston. 

"penden redfode rinc 6tSerne, 

"nam on Ongen}?i6 Iren-byrnan, 

"heard swyrd hilted and his helm somod; 

"hdres hyrste Higeldce bar. 
2990 "He fdm fratwum f^ng and him fagre geh^t 

"le4na/o?-e leodum and gelaeste swA: 

"geald jjone g(lt5-raes Gedta dryhten, 

"Hr6l5les eafora, pA he td hAm becom, 

" Jofore and Wulfe mid ofer-mASmum, 
2995 " sealde hiora gehwatSrum hund ftisenda 

"landes and locenra bedga; ne forfte him f A ledn 

dtSwltan 

' ' mon on middan-gearde , syStSan hie fk maerSa gesldgon ; 

"and fA Jofore forgeaf Angan d6htor, 

" hdm-weorSunge, hj-ldo t6 wedde. 
3000 "pat ys si6 fashSo and se fe6nd-8cipe, 

"wal-nlS wera, fSs fe ic w^n hafo, 

"fe As s6ceat$ t6 Sweona le6de, 

"sj^^tSan hie gefricgeatJ fredn tlserne 

" ealdor-ledsne, fone fe 8er gehe61d 
8005 "wit$ hettendam hord and rice, 

" after haletSa hryre hwate Scylfingas, 

"fole-raed fremede otS^e furSur gen 

"eorl-scipe efnde. Nu is 6fost betost, 

"fat we fe6d-C3'ning faer scedwian 
3010 " and fone gebringan, fe ts bedgas geaf, 

"on dd-fare. Ne seel ftnes hwat 

" meltan mid fam m6digan, ac faer is m&tfma herd, 
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"gold uQrlme grimme gecedpod 

" and nu at st^estan sylfes feore 
3015 '*be4gas gehoJite; fA sceal brond fretan, 

''iiled feccean, nalles eorl wegan 

''m&55um t6 gemyndum, ne magS scyne 

"habban on healse bring- weorSunge, 

*' ac sceall ge6mor-m6d golde beredfod 
3020 "oft nalles aene el-land tredan, 

"nu se here-wlsa hleahtor ^egde, 

"gamen and gle6-dre4m. Forfon sceall gAr wesan 

"monig morgen-ceald mundum bewunden, 

"hafen on handa, nalles hearpan sw^g 
3025 " wlgend weccean, ac se wonna hrefh 

" fAs ofer faegum, fela reordian, 

" eame secgan, hA him at aete spe6w, 

"J>enden he wiS wulf wal redfode." 

SwA se secg hwata secgende wits 
3030 ld.t$ra spella; he ne ledg fela 

wyrda ne worda. Weorod eall ftrAs, 

eodon unblltJe under Earna nSs 

woUen-teto wundur scedwian. 

Fundon ]?A on sande sAwul-ledsne 
3035 hlim-bed healdan, fone J>e him hringas geaf 

aerran maelum: fA wAs ende-dag 

g6dum gegongen, fat se gtl^-cyning, 

Wedra |?e6den, wundor-dedSe swealt. 

-^r hi ges6gan sylllcran wiht, 
3040 wyrm on wonge witJer-rfihtes faer 

l&^ne licgean: was se l^g-draca, 

grimllc gryre-gdst, gl6dum beswseled; 

se wSs flftiges f55t-gemearces 

lang on legere, lyft-wj^nne he61d 
3045 nihtes hwllum, ny8er eft gewAt 

dennes ni6sian; was pk de&^e f&st, 

h&fde eor$-scrafa ende genyttod. 
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Him big st6dan bunan and orcas, 

discas l^on and dyre swyrd, 
3050 dmige furli-etone, swA hie witS eorSan fatJm 

fAsend wintra faer eardodon : 

fonne was fat yrfe edcen-crafbig, 

id-monna gold galdre bewunden, 

fat fam hring-sele "hrlnan ne m6st6 
3055 gamena aenig, nefue god sylfa, 

sigora s6S-cyning, sealde fain fe he wolde 

(he is manna gehyld) hord openian, 

efne swA hwylcum manna, swA him gemet fdhte. 



XLIL 

WiGLAF Speaks. The Building of the 
Bale-Pire. 

pA was ges^ne, fat se sltS ne fAh 

3060 fam fe unrihte inne geh^^dde 

wrate under wealle. Weard aer ofsldh 
fe^ra sumne ; f A si6 faehtJ gewearS 
gewrecen wr4611ce. Wandur hwAr, fonne 
eorl ellen-r6f ende gefifire 

8065 llf-geseeafta, fonne leng ne mag 

• mon mid his mdgum medu-seld btian? 
Sw4 was Bi6walfe, fd he biorges weard 
sdhte, searo-nlSas: seolfa ne cdSe, 
furh hwat his worulde ged^l weorSan sceolde; 

8070 swA hit 66 d6mes dag di6pe benemdon 
fe6dnas maere, fA fat faer dydon, 
fat se secg wsere synnum scildig, 
hergum gehea«erod, hell-bendum fSst, 
wommum gewitnad, se fone wong stride. 

3075 Nfis he gold-hwat: gearwor h&fde 
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ftgendes 6st ser gescedwod. 
WlglAf mat5elode, WihstAnes sunu : 
Oft sceall eorl monig d,nes willan 
wraec &dre6gan, swA As geworden is. 

8080 '' Ne meahton we gelaeran le6fne |>e6den, 
' rices hyrde reed aenigne, 
'fat he ne gr^tte gold-weard J>one, 
' 16te hyne lic^ean. far he longe wfis, 
' wleum wunian 6t5 woruld-ende. 

3085 " He61don hedh gesceap : hord ys gescedwod, 
'grimme gegongen ; was fat gifetSe t6 swltS, 
' J>e fone \e6den fyder ontj'hte. 
* Ic was faer inne and fat eall geond-seh, 
' recedes geatwa, f A me gerymed was, 

3090 "nealles swaesUce slS Aly^fed 

' inn under eorS-weall. Ic on dfoste gefl&ng 

'micle mid mundum magen-bjT^enne 

' hord-gestre6na, hider At atbar 

' cyninge mlnum : cwico was f A gena, 

3095 "wis and gewittig; worn eall gesprac 

' gomol on geht$o and edwlc gr6tan h^, 
'bad fat ge geworhton after wines daedum 
' in bsel-stede beorh f one he^n 
'micelne and msBrne, swA he manna was 

3100 "wlgend weortS-fuUost wide geond eorSan, 
'fenden he barh-welan brAcan m6ste. 
'Uton nu 6fstan 66re st«e 
' se6n and s^cean searo-gefrac, 
' wundur under wealle ! ic e6w wlsige, 

3105 "fat ge gen6ge ne^n scedwiat5 

'bedgas and brM gold. Sle si6 baer gearo 
' adre geafned, fonne we At C3^men, 
' and fonne geferian fredn Aserne, 
' le6fne mannan, faer he longe sceal 

3110 "on fas waldendes waere gefolian." 
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H6t f A gebe6dan bjTe WihstAnes, 

hale hilde-di6r, hale^a monegum 

bold-Agendra, pat hie bffil-wudu 

feorran feredon, folc-Agende 
3115 gddum t6g6nes: " Nu sceal gl6d fretan 

" (weaxan wonna l^g) wigena strengel, 

"pone pe oft gebM Isern-sctire, 

"ponne strsela storm, strengum gebseded, 

" sc6c ofer scild-weall, sceffc nj'tte he61d, 
3120 ''fetSer-gearwum Ms fl^ne full-eode." 

Htlru se snotra sanu WihstAnes 

Aclgde of corSre cyninges pegnas 

syfone tdsomne pA s^lestan, 

code eahta sum under inwit-hr6f ; 
8125 hilde-rinc sum on handa bar 

aled-le6man, se pe on orde ge6ng. 

Nas pA on hl}i;me, hwA pat hord strude, 

sytJtSan or-wearde cenigne dael 

secgas ges^gon on sele wunian, 
3130 laene liegan: lyt senig mearn, 

pat hi 6fostlice At geferedon 

d^e mAtJmas; dracan 6c scufun, 

wyrm ofer weall-clif, 16ton wasg niman, 

fl6d fatJmian fratwa hj^rde. 
3135 paer was wunden gold on ween hladen, 

aeghwas unrlm, aSeling boren, 

Mr hilde-nnc t6 Hr6nes nasse. 
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XLIII. Beowulf's Funeral Pyre. 

Him f a gegiredan Gedta le6de 
M on eorSan un-w^cUcne, 

3140 helmum behongen, hilde-bordam, 

beorhtum b3Tnum, swA he b^na was; 
Alegdon fd t6-middes maerne J>e6deii 
haletJ hi6fende, hUford le6fne. 
Ongunnon J>A on beorge bael-f^a msest 

3145 wlgend weccan : wudu-r6c Astdh 

sweart ofer swioSole, 8w6gende 16g, 
w6pe bewnnden (wind-blond gelag) 
65 fat he \>k b^u-htis gebrocen hafde, 
hdt on hreSre. Higum unrdte 

3150 m6d-ceare msendon mon-dryhtnes cwealm; 
swj'lce gi6mor-g3^d f ^^^ • ^°" meowle 

wunden heorde . . . 

serg (?) cearig saelde geneahhe 
fat hio hyre .... gas hearde 

3155 ede walfylla wonn . . 

hildes egesan hy^o 

haf mid heofon r6ce swealh (?) 

Geworhton fA Wedra le6de 

hlsew on hlitSe^ se was hedh and brAd, 

3160 wseg-USendum wide gesyne, 

and betimbredon on tyn dagum 
beadu-r6fes b^cn: bronda hetost 
wealle beworhton, sw^ hyt weorSUcost 
fore-snotre men findan mihton. 

3165 HI on beorg d^'don b^g and siglii, 

eall swylce hyrsta, swj'lce on horde aer 
nl5-h3'dige men genumen hafdon ; 
forl6ton eorla gestre6n eort5an healdan, 
gold on gre6te, faer hit nu gen lifaS 
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3170 eldum swA unnyt, swA hit o&ror wfis. 

p4 ymbe hlaew riodan hilde-de6re, 

a^elinga bearn ealra twelfa, 

woldon ceare cwl6an, kyning msBnan, 

word-gyd wrecan and ymb wer sprecan, 
3175 eahtodan eorl-scipe and his ellen-weorc 

duguSum d^mdon, swd hit gQ-d^fe biS, 

fat mon his wine-dryhten wordum h6rge, 

ferhtJum fre6ge, fonne he forS scile 

of llc-haman loene weor^an. 
3180 SwA begnornodon Gedta le6de 

hUfordes /iryre, heorS-genedtas, 

cwfledon fat he wsere woruld-cj^ning 

mannum mildust and mon-fwaerust, 

le6dum It^ost and lof-geornost. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPEI^DIX. 



The Attack in Finnsbueg * 

" nas byrnatS naefre." 

Hleo^rode fa heaSo-geong cyning: 
"Ne J?is ne dagatS edstan, ne her draca ne fle6ge"5, 
"ne her fisse healle hornas ne bj-rnatJ, 
5 " ac f6r forS bera'5, fugelas singa'5, 
"gylleS graeg-hama, gtiS-wudu hlynnetS, 
" sc^id scefte oncwytS. Nu seynetS fes mdna 
" wat5ol under wolcnum ; nu MsatS wed-daeda, 
" fe fisne folces nltS fremman willat5. 

10 "Ac onwacnigeaS nu, wlgend mine, 
"hebbatS e6wre handa, hicgeatJ on ellen, 
"winnatS on orde, wesat5 on mdde!" 
pA krks monig gold-hladen fegn, gj^de hine his 

swurde ; 
J?A t6 dura eodon drihtUce cempan, 

15 SigeferS and Eaha, hyra sweord getugon, 
and at 6t5rum durum OrdUf and GAt^lAf, 
and Hengest sylf ; hwearf him on Idste. 
pa git G^rulf GASere styrode, 
fat hie swd fre611c feorh forman slSe 

20 t6 faere healle durum hyrsta ne bseran, 
nu h^'t niSa heard dnyman wolde : 
ac he fragn ofer eal undearninga, 
de6r-mdd haleS, hwd J?d duru he61de. 
'' Sigefer5 is mln nama (cwatJ he), ic eom Secgena 
.; : le6d, 

• ' ' * See V. 1069 scgg. 
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25-48.] Be6wULF. 101 

25 "wrecca wide ctltJ. Fela ic wedna gebdd, 
"heardra hilda; fe is gyt her witod, 
" swSt^er fu sylf id me s^cean wylle." 
pA was on wealle wal-slihta gehlyn, 
sceolde c61od bord c^num on handa 

30 bdn-helm berstan. Buruh-felu dynede, 
6t5 fat at f aere gCi^e Gdrulf gecrang, 
ealra serest eor^-biiendra, 
G<i51dfes siinu ; ymbe hine g6dra fela 
hwearf lacra hraew. Hrafn wandrode 

35 sweart and sealo-brAn ; swurd-le6ma stdd 
swylce eal Finns-buruh fyrenii wsere. 
Ne gefragn ic naefre wurtsilcor at wera hilde 
sixtig sige-beorna s61 gebseran, 
ne naefre swdnas sw^tne medo s61 forgyldan, 

40 fonne Hnafe guidon his hag-stealdas. 

Hig fuhton fif dagas, swd hyra n^n ne fe61 
driht-geslSa, ac hig fd durii he61don. 
pA gewdt him wund haletS on wag gangan, 
saede fat his byrne Abrocen waere, 

45 here-sceorpum hrdr, and edc was his helm fyrl. 
pA hine s6na fragn folces hyrde, 
Yiii f A wlgend hyra wunda genaeson 
d6^e hwaSer faera hyssa 
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